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and the salary of $1,300 proposed to be paid him | 
by the remnant of the provision in the deficiency 

bill, proposed by the Committee on Ways and | 
Means to be retained, will barely be sufficient to | 
carry him to California. He will not be able to 
jeave the city of San Francisco, and he will not 
be enabled to enter on the discharge of any of his | 
duties. 

Mr. SACKETT. _ I wish to ask whether the 
part proposed to be stricken out has anything to 
do with the salary of the Indian agent in Cali- | 
fornia ? u 

Mr. McCORKLE. ~No,sir. It provides, how- 
ever, for his traveling expenses, for his office rent, | 
equally as necessary as his salary, and more so. | 

Mr.SACKETT. That all comes within the 
present fiscal year. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state, Mr.-Chairman, 
that the Committee on Ways and Means called | 
on the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, by letter, 
to furnish them with estimates for this object, to | 
go into the regular bill making appropriations for | 
the Indian Department, Indian treaties, &c.,which 
they intend to ask the House to put in when that | 
bill is taken up, which I hope will be in two or | 
three days. 

Mr. McCORKLE. Sol understand; but I ob- | 


PUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RIVE: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ap feionrneeinneee ts se = —— 
FRIDAY, JULY 9, 1852 





agree to a very immaterial amendment of the 
y 


| Senate to one of the naval appropriation bills— 


the invalid pension bill, 

Mr. STANLY. Order! Order! 

Mr. HOUSTON. It isa mere formal amend- 
ment. It is to correct a reference to a law under 
which the appropriation is made. It involves no 
principle. ‘They want the money at the Pension 
Office, as 1 understand. 


'e Mr. CABELL, of Florida, from the Commit- 


ject to that for the reason that it makes a delay || 


which will be extremely disastrous to the people 
of California. It will occasion a delay of six 


months, at least. 1] 


Mr. HOUSTON.” Oh, no! 
near the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It will pass in a few days. 

Mr. McCORKLE. It is on account of this de- 
lay we object to striking this matter out. I trust 
the committee will not agree in the amendment. 

Mr. FITCH. Isuppose, Mr. Chairman, I can- 
not offer an amendment, as this is an amendment 
to an amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment is notnow 
in order. 

Mr. FITCH. [f think I can call for a division 
of the amendment, and under that call am at lib- 
* to state my reasons. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
would not be in order. 

Mr. FITCH. There are three items of the 
amendment which could bestricken out with great 
propriety; but the remainder should be retained, 


The Chair thinks that 


tee on Enrolled Bills, reported as correctly en- 
rolled the following bills; which received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker, viz: 

An act to enable the Legislature of the State of 
Indiana to dispose of the unsold lands in said 
State; 

An act in relation to'a certain lot of land in the 
town of Gnadenhutten, in the State of Ohio; 

An act to supply a sereee? to the State of 
Indiana, in a township of land granted to said 
State for the use of a State University, by act of 
Congress, approved the 19th of April, 1816; and 

An act to release from reservation and restore 
to the mass of public lands certain lands in the 
State of Arkansas. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lask the concurrence of the 
House to the amendment of the Senate, of which 
I have already spoken. , 

Mr. FITCH. I hope that motion will not be 


|| insisted upon in this thin House. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


It is a mere correction of a 


|| reference to a law under which we permit invalid 
Mr. McCORKLE. That will not pass till very | 


pensions. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. FOWLER, the House then 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi : The petition of Julius 
C. Monette and 200 others, citizens of Mississippi, praying 
the removal of the Land Office from Augusta, Mississippi, 


| to Shieldsboro’, in that State. 


By Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois: The petition of citizens of 
Saline and Hardin counties, asking that mail route No. 
4,188, from McLanesboro’ to Raleigh, be extended by way 


| of Bankston and Somerset post offices to Elizabethtown in 


or the delay which the gentleman from California || 


stated must inevitably occur to the operations of | 
this superintendent. When he arrives there he | 
will be incapable of doing any good unless this 
money be appropriated. 

The question was then put on Mr. Hovsron’s 
amendment, to strike out all of the Senate’s amend- 
nfentsave the first branch in relation to the salary 
of the superintendent, and on a division there 
-were—ayes §5—— 

Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers; which were 
ordered, and Mir. Marsuatt, of California, and 


Mr. CHanpLer were appointed. \| 


The question was again put, and the amend- | 
ment to the amendment was agreed to, the tellers 


having reported—ayes 18, noes not counted. | point on or near the coast of the Pacific. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I would ask the committee 


to concur in the amendment as amended. That | 


is now tke question. 
_ The question was then taken, and it was decided | 
in the affirmative. 


So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
_Mr. VENABLE. 
rise. 


The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 


| 
j 
| 


| 
| 
} 


having resumed the chair, the chairman reported 
that t + Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union had had the Union generally under | 
consideration, and particularly House bill No. | 
207, being the deficiency bill, and had come to | 
no conclusion thereon. | 

INVALID PENSION BILL. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


10 


Hardin county, Illinois. 

By Mr. NEWTON: The petition of the heirs of Ebene 
zer Boswick for $80, and one hundred acres of land. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The remonstrance of G. 
W. Burbank and 227 others, citizens of the county of Mon 
roe, New York, against the renewal of a patent of 1834, 
for certain improvements in a grain reaper, granted to Cy 
rus W. McCormick. 

Also, the petition of William W. Cady and others, of the 
county of Monroe, asking fora free and unrestrained com- 


| mercial intercourse between the United States and the 


i 
} 


{ move that the committee || 


} 


| 
i 


I would like the House to || which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


} 
: 


Canadas. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The memorial of Cornelius Mil- 
ler, Jacob Benner, Philip Felten, and others, citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying Congress to pass a law granting to 


| soldiers of the war of 1812 at least 160 acres of land, &e. 


By Mr. CHASTAIN: The memorial and accompanying 
papers of the children and heirs of William Smith, a revo- 
lutionary soldier, asking Congress to grant them a pension, 
in the right of their deceased father. 

By Mr. BERNHISEL: The petition of the Governor 
and Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah, pray- 
ing Congress to provide for the construction of a railroad 
from some point on the Mississippi or Missouri river to San 
Diego, San Francisco, Sacramento, Astoria, or some other 


_ By Mr: HENDRICKS: ‘The petition of citizens of Mad- 
ison county, Indiana, praying that lands be granted to aid 
in the construction of various railroads in the State of In 
diana. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, July 8, 1852. 

Prayer by the Rev. Lirrieron F. Morcan. 

Mr. ATCHISON called the Senate to order, and 
caused a letter to be read which he had received 
from the President pro tempore, requesting him to 
preside this day, in the absence of the President. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. FELCH presented the memorial of Allen 


T. Welch, pra & pension on account of dis- 
ability oar wile inthe military service of the 
United States during the late war with Mexico; 


| 
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Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
Ohio, praying that the unsold lands in Ohio, pur- 
chased of the tribe of Wvyandot Indians, may be 
offered for sale at Upper Sandusky, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
C. B. McKnight and others, praying a modifica 
tion of the late bounty land law; which was- re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands? 

Mr. MALLORY presentéd the petition of 
George P. Welsh and Clark H. Wells, passed 
midshipmen in the Navy, praying to be allowed 
additional compensation during the time they per 
formed the duties of a higher grade; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. CHASE. I have been requested to pre- 
sent to the Senate a petition of citizens of Morgan 
county, Ohio, asking for the passage of the home- 
stead bill. These petitioners express great anx- 
iety lest the delay of that measure may defeat it; 
and they earnestly urge that it may be taken up 
and acted upon at this session. As Iam aware 
that this anxiety is not peculiar to these petition- 


+ ers, but is participated in by a very larre number 


of the citizens of the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent, | beg leave to ask of the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands, {[Mr. Fevcu,] whether a report upon that 
bill may be expected soon? Iam myself aware, 
to some extent, of the causes which have delayed 
a report; but in order that the public may under- 
stand what is the prospect of speedy action upon 
the bill, | ask the chairman of the committee to 
respond to my inquiry. 

Mr. FELCH. In answer to the inquiry of the 
Senator from Ohio, I will state, that the bill to 
which he refers, immediatedly after it was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, was sent to 
the Land Office for information on the subject. 
We saw at once that important changes in the 
whole land system, if not an overturning of that 
system, would follow the proposed legislation, 
and it was thought necessary to obtain mforma 
tion in regard to its practical working before we 
went on. An answer was returned from the De 
partment towards the end of the week before last, 
but an interruption has occurred in the business 
of the committee, in consequence of the death of 
one of our members. Previous to that event, we 
took up the subjegt and gave it some consider- 
ation, but further action has been delayed by the 
absence of a member [Mr. Unpnerwoop] on a 
duty with which the Senate is fully acquainted 
We are obliged to await the return of that Sen 
ator, as he intends to propose some amendments 
to the bill. I can only say, that we are anxious 
to act on the bill, and have lost no time in consid- 
ering it, and immediately after the return of the 
Senator from Kentucky, will be preparéd to re- 
port a bill. I trust that we may be enabled to do 
so next week. . 

Mr. CHASE. Iwas aware myself that the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, as 
well as other members of the committee, were not 
chargeable with any unreasonable delay in the 
discharge of the duties devolving upon them. I 
was, however, very desirous to have some as- 
surance on the part of the chairman that this bill 
would’be reported upon atan early day. There 
is no measure at present before Congress in which 
the people of my State take a deeper interest than 
they do in relation to this bill—an interest which 


I profoundly share. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Publis 
Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, to amend an act enti- 
tled ** An act for the discontinuance of the office 
‘ of surveyor general in the several districts sa s90n 
‘as the surveys therein can be completed, for abol- 
‘ishing land offices under certain cireumstances, 
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‘and for other purposes,” reported it back with || 


amendment. 


Mr. LiUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, to which were referred the memorials of 


Puis, Mir & Co., George Foster & Co., C. B. | 


Broadwell & Co., A. F. Cochrane & Co., Cotch- 
ett & Chapman,and Charles Belcher & Co., pray- 
ing that duties paid by them - American casks 
and barrels, may be refunded, submitted an ad- 
verse report; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on the 
Territories, to which were referred the following 
bills, reported them severally without amendment: 
An act to run and establish the boundary be- 


tween the State of Texas and the Territories of | 


the United Siates; 

An act making further appropriations for the 
construction of roads in the Territory of Minne- 
sota; and 

An act to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to set- 
‘tle and adjust the expenses of the people of Ore- 
‘ gon in defending themselves from attacks and hos- 
‘ tilities of Cayuse Indians, in the years 1847 and 
* 1848,”’ approved February 14, 1850. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Public Langs, to which was referred. the bill for 
the benefit of the town of Belleview, reported it 
back with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill to create three additional land districts in the 
State of Towa; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 


SHIP CANAL AROUND THE FALLS OF SAULT, 


STE. MARIE. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred a memorial of citi- 
zens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
construction of a ship canal around the Falls of 
Sault Ste. Marie, have desired me toask that they 
may be discharged from its further consideration. 


The Committee on Commerce had this subject 


under their charge at an early day of the session, 
and made a report, not adversely, but setting forth 
its commercial and military character. They then, 
as now, desired to be discharged from the consid- 
eration of the subject, because the Committee on 
Public Lands had it before them; and it has been 
deemed advisable, that if this object is prosecuted, 


it should be done by the instrumentality of the | 


mublic lands. I make this statement because there 
tas been a report in circulation that the Commit- 
tee on Commerce had reported adversely in regard 
to this project, which is not the case. 

The motion to discharge the committee from the 
further consideration of the memorial was agreed 
to. 

NEW LAND DISTRICT IN IOWA. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
Committee on Public Lands, to report a bill to 
create three additional land districtsin the State of 
lowa, and I throw myself upon the indulgence of 
the Senate to ask that they will consent to take up 
the bill, and consider it at this time. The State 


of Lowa, although one of the largest States in the: 


Union, has but three land districts within its bor- 
ders. It has now a larger amount of public land 
yet to be disposed of than any other State. Our 
people are compelled to aval from two hundred 


to two hundred and fifty miles to enter their lands | 


at the land offices, The recent acquisition of ter- 
ritory upon the northern portion of that State, ren- 
ders it indispensable that these offices should be 
created. I trust the Senate will consent to act 
upon the bill at this time. 

The bil! was read a first time. . 

Mr. DODGE. I hope this bill will be read a 
second time, and put upon its passage. If it is 
passed, the State of Lowa will then have six land 
offices, and in that respect will but place us upon 
an equality with the State of Indiana. 
ten land offices; your own State (Missouri) has 


Illinois has | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


I am instructed by the || 






VIRGINIA BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill appro- 
priatingpland scrip in full and final satisfaction of 
Virginia military bounty land warrants. I believe 


| it willtake but little time to act upon it. An amend- 


ment has been unanimously reported by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to which | agree, and I 
hope the Senate will indulge me on this occasion, 


| and allow the bill to be taken up. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded as in Committee of the Whole to consider 
the bill. ‘The Committee on Public Lands report- 
ed an amendment to it in the form of a substitu.e 
for the entire bill. It enacts that all unsatisfied, 
outstanding military land warrants, or parts of 
warrants, issued prior to, March 1, 1852, by the 


' proper authorities of the Commonwealth of Vir- 


ginia, for military services performed by the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Virginia State and Conti- 
nental line of the Army of the Revolution, may 
be surrendered to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who, upon being satisfied by a revision of the 
proofs, or by additional testimony, that any war- 
rant thus surrendered was fairly and justly issued 
in pursuance of the laws of said Commonwealth 
for military services so rendered, shall issue land 
scrip in favor of the present proprietor of the 
warrant so surrendered for the whole or any por- 
tion thereof unsatisfied, at the rate of $1 25 per 
acre for that which remains unsatisfied; which 
scrip shall be receivable in payment for any lands 
owned by the United States subject to sale at pri- 
vate entry, and shall also be assignable by indorse- 
ment attested by two witnesses. In issuing such 
scrip the Secretary is authorized, when more per- 
sons than one are interested in the same warrant, 
to issue to each person scrip for his or her portion; 
and when infants or femmes covert may be enti- 
tled, the guardian of the infant and husband of 
the femme may receive and sell or locate the same, 
yrovided that no less than a legal subdivision shall 
»e entered and paid for in virtue of scrip issued 
under this act. 
shall be taken asa full and final adjustment of all 
bounty land claims of officers and soldiers of the 
State of Virginia for services in the war of the 
Revolution, 

Mr. CHASE. 
ment to theamendment of the committee, to come 
in at the end of the second section: 

Provided, That the State of Virginia shall, by a proper 
actofthe Legislature thereof, relinquish all claim to the 
lands in the Virginia military bounty land district in the 
State of Ohio, which lands are hereby ceded to the said 
State of Ohio, saving all claims of individuals or corpora- 
tions in or to the same. 

A word may be necessary in explanation 
of that amendment. The object of the bill is to 


satisfy claims of the soldiers of the State of Vir- | 


| ginia for military bounty land warrants, by giv- 


ing them scrip; consequently there will be no 


LOBE. 





not delay in the smallest degree the acti 


It enacts further, that the act | 


I offer the following amend- | 


longer any reason why Virginia should retain | 
| any claim upon that portion of the public lands in 


Ohio, reserved to satisfy them. Those lands are 
very inferior in quality, and very limited in quan- 
tity, and that is one reason—indeed the sole 


, reason—why they have not been heretofore taken 


/ does not exceed fifty or sixty thousan 


up. As it is now proposed that these warrants 
shall be satisfied in scrip, there can be no objec- 
tion.to follow ing out the policy of the bill, which 


passed the Senate the other day, ceding to the | 


State the residue of these lands. 


The oars 


acres. 


| They are all embraced in two or three counties, 
/and their present condition, not being valuable 


enough to be taken up, only operates to prevent 
their settlement. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have but one objection to 
the amendment., It is all very proper in itself, 
and I have no doubt that if nosuch amendment 
were adopted, the Legislature of Virginia would 


| make any relinquishment which might be neces- 


eight; Alabama has eight; Mississippi has five, .|| 


and Arkansas seven. 


The biil was read a second time, and was con- | 


sidered bY the Senate as in Committee of the |) 
t 


W hole. 
amendment, was ordered to be engrossed and read 


was reported to the Senate without | J A eo 
| of view; but if put into the bill, it will surely de- 


a third time, and was read a third time and passed. | 


THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
Mr. HUNTER gave notice of his intention to 


sary. The only objection which I have to it is, 
that it will delay the action of the Secretary of 
the Interior upon these warrants until the action 
of-the Legislature of Virginia is had. 
me that it will hardly be necessary, in any point 
lay the action of the Secretary of the Interior. 
Mr. CHASE. I think, upon a moment’s reflec- 


tion, the Senator will be satisfied that my amend- || 
ment cannot delay the action of the Secretary of || 


ask leave to introduce a bill for the redemption of || the Interior. I propose to add the proviso to the 
( secand section of the bill, and being there it will 


the public debt. 








July 8, 


On of that 


officer. it might 


do 80, 

Mr. HUNTER, Iam anxious to get the bill 
on any terms, and if the Senator. insists [ s}al 
terpose no further objection. 

Mr. FELCH. I did not understand very full 
| the explanation made by the Senator from Ohio 

upon the subject. It seems to me, however that 
the amendment is entirely unnecessary, so far as 
releasing any claim of Virginia upon the lands 
referred to is concerned. If 1 understand eor. 
rectly the terms of the grant, this land was 
reserved in the original grant from Virginia land 
| between the rivers Scioto and Little Miama, but 
it was reserved as a trust fund, for the purpose of 
enabling the soldiers of the Virginia State and 
Continental line to obtain their bounties, and jt 
was then presumed, evidently, that it would be 
sufficient to answer that purpose. But I suppose 
the moment the claims for the bounty lands are 
satisfied, Virginia can have no claim upon the 
| lands remaining. There has been an application 
| to the Senate during the present session, for some 
| legislation upon the subject, which might enable 
the parties holding the scrip to locate on the rem- 
nant of the grant. There are several parties, as 
it appears from the application, who are anxious 
still to locate on the small remnant of the old res- 
/ervation. Some of the lands which formerly were 
| considered of little value, are now considered so 
valuable, that persons holding scrip desire to locate 
upon them.~ [ should be unwilling to legislate 
here in such a manner as to prevent the locating 
on the remaining portions of the land. [{f that is 
the object of the amendment to the amendment, I 
think we ought not to adoptit. It seems to me 
also, as | before remarked, that it cannot be-ne- 
cessary in order to restore to the United States 
the perfect title to any portion of the land, when- 
| ever the Virginia military bounty land warrants 
| shall be satisfied. A question is raised here upon 
the other part of the proposition, which is ceding 
the lands to the State. A bill has already passed 
the Senate, ceding all the remaining lands in Ohio 
| to that State. That, I believe, has been laid on 
the table in the House of Representatives. And 
I would suggest to the Senator, whether it would 
not tend to defeat this bill to ingraft the same pro- 
vision upon it. 

Mr. CHASE. I think if my friend from Mich- 
igan will look at the circumstances of the case, he 
will Be satisfied that my amendment is proper, and 
in its proper place. ‘These lands were reserved in 
| the original cession of Virginia to the United 
States of the lands embraced in the Northwestern 
Territory forthe satisfaction of her military bounty 
land warrants. It was supposed, undoubtedly, at 
the time of the reservation, not merely that thene 
lands would be sufficient, but that the lands south- 
east of the river Ohio would suffice without resort- 
ing to these lands at all. But the large number of 
warrants, and their magnitude, created a very differ- 
ent state of things, and resulted in the taking of 
every available acre of land in the reservation. 
There now remain nothing but unavailable land$, 
with the exception, perhaps, of a few tracts which 
have been long occupied by actual settlers, but 
which are claimed by some, under corrected sur- 
veys, to be still open to entry. Ceding the lands 
to the State will merely complete the aet which 
the Senate passed the other day, providing for the 
cession of all unsold land, reserving these from its 
operation on account of the right of Virginia to 
| have her military warrants satisfied from them. 


If it were in the other section 


In- 


| We now make another provision for the ‘benefit 

|| of Virginia which relieves these lands entirely. 

Then the policy of that act apps to these lands, 
> 


and with augmented force, because a portion of 
| them are in actual occupancy of the people of the 
| State, which has been long continued, and the res- 


idue are not of any value at all. They are of so 


|| little value, as I said before, that nobody would 


It strikes | 


| enter a warrant upon them. 

|» Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest to the Senator 
| from Ohio, that all he desires from Virginia, is to 
| cede her right to the lands. 

| Mr. CHASE. . That is all. 
| Mr. HUNTER. This amendment goes fur- 
| ther, and proposes to incorporate into the bill, a 
| cession of them to the State of Ohio, If the Sen- 
ator will confine his amendment to the first object, 
I will agree to it; that is to say, if he will so 
| amend his amendment that it shall read: ‘* Pro- 
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‘pided, That the State of Virginia shall, by a 
‘ proper act of the Legislature thereof, relinquish 
‘all claim to the lands of the Virginia military 
‘tand district in the State of Ohio,” reserving the 
question of the cession to the State of Ohio, | will 
agree to it. [am afraid that his amendment, as 
jt now stands, will endanger the bill in the House 
of Representatives, and I am sure he does not de- 
sire that. 

Mr. CHASE. Certainly not. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope he will modify his 
amendment by striking out all that occurs after 
what I have read, which will provide for the re- 
linquishment by the State of Virginia of her right 
and title to those lands. 

Mr. CHASE, | would very much desire to 
accommodate the Senator, but there is no earthly 
reason that I can see, why there should be any 
objection to the cession to the State of Ohio. if 
my proposing it would endanger the bill of the 
Senator here or elsewhere, I should be very un- 
willing to ingraft it upon it; but the utmost effect 
would be, that, if the House were not prepared to 
agree to the amendment, they would strike it out, 
1 prefer to take a vote upon my amendment as it 
stands. 6 

M@ HUNTER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio, by striking out 
all after the word *‘ Ohio,’’ where it first occurs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion, that the motion is notin order. The 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Ohio, 
is an amendment to an amendment, and therefore, 
in the opinion of the Chair, it cannot, at this stage 
of the bill, be amended; so that the question will 
beupon the amendment as proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio. 

Mr. FELCH. I hope the Senator will consent 
to withdraw hisamendment. I will state another 
reason, in addition to what I have already stated. 
There is probably no portion ofthe country where 
the land titles acquired by these bounties are so 
complicated, and give rise to so many difficult 
questions, as in this same tract of country reserved 
for the purpose of these bounty land warrants. 

The passage of the other act to which I have 
alluded, refers directly to the litigation which has 
grown up in regard to these. The whole tract of 
land was set aside to satisfy the warrants; and 
every man located as he pleased, gave such shape 
to his premises as he pleased, and made his own 
surveys and lines. The consequence is, that the 
shapes are very irregular; an aaa conflict- 
ing claims overlap each other, and sometimes do | 
not meet at all, so as to leavegores between them. | 

Mr. CHASE. If the Senator will allow me to 
interrupt him—I am exceedingly averse to delay- 
ing the action of the Senate on the bill, and I will | 
therefore modify my amendment in conformity 
with the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia, 
to strike out all after.the word ‘‘ Ohio,’’ where it 
first occurs. ; 

The question was taken on the amendment to | 
the amendment as modified, and it was agreed to; 
and the amendment of the committee as amended | 
was agreed to. The bill was reported to the Sen- 
ate as amended; the amendment was concurred 
in; and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading. 


THIRD READING OF A BILL. 

The engrossed bill to establish the subdivision, 
al lines and corners of certain fractional sections 
in the southern surveying district of Alabama was | 
read a third time and passed. 


POST ROUTES. . 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The House of |) 
Representatives has returned, with an amendment, | 
the joint resolution of the Senate to establish cer- | 
tain post routes. 

Mr. RUSK. This is not the general post route 
bill. Itis simply a joint resolution, providing that 
plank roads shall be post roads. The amendment | 
of the House is simply to make a particular plank || 
road, which was not named in the resolution ori- 
ginally,a post road. I move that the Senate con- | 
cur in the amendment of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RAILROADS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. BORLAND. [ask the favor of the Sen- | 
ate, as the time for taking up the bill which is the | 
order of the day has not quite arrived, to take up || 
the bill granting to the State of Arkansas the right || 
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‘of way and a portion of the public lands, to aid 


in the construction of a railroad from Gaines’s 
Landing to Fulton, in said State. It is a bill 
which will not give rise to any discussion, as it is 
precisely like similar bills which have heretofore 
passed the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. A verbal amendment having been made, 
it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


FRANCIS TRIBOU. 


On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to 
consider the bill of the House entitled ** An act 
for the relief of Francis Tribou.’’ It provides 
for placing the name of Francis Tribou, of Mon- 
roe, in the county of Waldo, in the State of Maine, 
on the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of 
four dollars per month—the pension to commerce 
on January Ist, 1848, and to continue during his 
natural life. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This bill has passed the 
House of Representatives. It has received the 
sanction of the Committee on Pensions in this 
body. I apprehend there will be no objeetion to 
it; but I will not occupy the time of the Senate by 
discussing it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JOHN DUFF. 


On the motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the Sen- 
ate proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to 
consider the bill for the relief of John Duff. It 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Navy to 
cause to be-discontinued the suit brought against 
John Gonder, Jr., and John Duff, in the district 
court of the United States for the eastern district 
of Pennsyiyania, for an alleged violation of the 
contract made by him on the 20th of June, 1846, 
to furnish stone for the dry-dock at the Brooklyn 
navy-yard. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN IOWA. 


On the motion of Mr. JONES, of Iowa, the 
Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the bill to regulate the terngs of the 


district court of the United States for the district | 


of Iowa. It provides that, instead of three terms 
annually of the district court of the United States 


for the district of lowa, as now prescribed by law, | 


there shall hereafter be held annually six terms of 
said court, as follows: At Dubuque, on We first 
Mondays of January and July; at lowa City, on 
the first Mondays of May and October; and at 
Burlington on the third Mondays in May and Oc- 
tober. It proceeds to make other provisions, ren- 


| dered necessary by these changes in the terms of 


the court. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


| third reading. 


HEIRS OF ROBERT SEWALL. 


On the motion of Mr. PRATT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill for the relief of the heirs and representa- 


| tives of the lateRobert Sewall. 


It proposes to direct the Third Auditor of the 
Treasury to audit the claim of the heirs and rep- 


| resentatives of the late Robert Sewall, and deter- 


mine the amount that may be due to them; that he 

report the said amount to the Secretary of the 

Treasury, who is required to cause the same to be 
aid. 


Mr. PRATT. I moveto amend the bill by in- 


| serting after the words ‘* Robert Sewall,’’ the 


words ‘for a house, destroyed in 18]4 by the 
enemy.” 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendgrent 
was concurred in, and the bill was ordered-to be 


|| engrossed for a third reading. 


ICHABOD WEYMOUTH. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate 
proceeded, as in Conymittee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the House bill entitled ** An act forthe relief 
of Ichabod Weymouth.” 
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It provides that the Secretary of the Interior 
place the name of Ichabod Weymouth upon the 
roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dol- 
lars per month—to commence January I, 1850, 
and to continue during his natural life. © 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


PROTECTION OF EMIGRANTS TO OREGON 


AND CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of the bill reported 
trom the Committee on the Territories, *‘ for the 
‘ protection of the emigrant route, and a telegraphic 
* line, and for an overland mail between the Mis- 
* souri river and the settlements in California and 
*Oregon.”’ This bill was reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Territories some time since, and itis 
very necessary that the protection should be fur- 
nished. I hope the Senate will proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr.RUSK. This is a most important bill. [t 
should involve a great deal of consideration and 
reflection, and will consume more time than we 
can possibly be able to give to it to-day. There 
is a bill in relation to the protection of life in 
steamboats, which was nearly completed yester- 
day, which was ordered to be printed as amended. 
The printing has not yet been quite done, but I 
understand that the bill will be here in a few min- 
utes. ‘Therefore I think it will be impossible for 
us to make much progress to-day with the bill 
mentioned by the Senator from Hlinois. It isa 
bill of very rreat importance, and one which will 
evidently require a good deal of time, and which 
will, perhaps, draw out a great deal of discus- 
sion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senate will fix a sne- 
cific time—say Tuesday next—for the comsider- 
ation of the bill, with the understanding that w6 
shall then take it upand go on with it, | shall have 
no objection to waiving itnow. This, it is true, 
is a very important bill, but it is very important 
that it should be acted on. The business of the 
Territories has been giving way to every other 
description of business, until it is thrown into this 
late part of the session. If it is the desire of the 
Senate to postpone the bill till Tuesday morning 
at one o’clock, and make it the special order for 
that time, I will yield. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope the Senator will not press 
anything that will come in the way of the bill 
which is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
providing for the better security of the lives of 
passengers on board steamers. I expect the 
printed billevery moment to be laid on the tables 
of Senators, and I wish to proceed with it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then I move that the bill I 
have indicated be made the special order for Tues- 
day next. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
not yet been taken up. 

Mr. RUSK. | am afraid that if we make this 
bill a special order, it will draw out a great deal 
of discussion. There are a great many bills which 
Senators are anxious to getup. I have no objec- 
tion to taking up this bill as soon as we can; ‘but 

I would not have it made a special order. I know 
there are other very important bills which ought 
to be acted on; but if we make this billa special 
order, it will stand in the way of other bills, and 
will have to be postponed before other bills can be 
taken up. It is too late in the session, in my 
opinion, to make the bill a special order; and I 
apprehend the Senator from Illinois will progress 
more rapidly if he shall not press sueh a proposi- 
tion, for I think there is a general disposition to 
take up the bill and give it a fair discussion. It-is 
connected with-one or two other bills which have 
been presented, involving the same subject. So 
far as | am concerned, | shall be willing to take it 
up and discuss it as soon as possible; but I should 
regret very much to see it or any other bill made 
the special order, to exclude, in all probability, 
the consideration of some other important bills. 
* Mr. DOUGLAS. It cannot exclude them un- 
' Jess this bill is to be resisted, and leads to discus- 
sion; and, if sq we ought to have a hearing on it. 
| have been beseeching the Senate for more than 
four months to take up a few territerial bills. I 
first made the attempt before the territorial day in 
the House elapsed, in April; but I could not get 


The bill has 


‘| a hearing on any of these bills. Every other de- 
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‘cription of bill could be taken up; but I could not 
get the Senate to tolerate the idea of considering a 
territorial bill. I have now pending ten or fifteen 
territorial bills whiclr ought to be disposed of. Ail 
other descriptions of bills—private bills and public 
bills—have been taken up, by unanimous consent 


and by courtesy; but the moment a territorial! bill | 
is indicated, objection is made, not only to consid- | 
ering it on that day, but on any future day. It | 


seems as if there wisa design, that this billshould 


never be considered—should never be entertained. 


if the Senate will indicate any time more agree- 


able to them than that which [| have named, I will | 


But really, crowding it to 


~ 


conform to their wish. 


the last days of the session, and then objecting | 


to its consideration because it is too late, is not 
the kind of treatment which I think this bill is en- 
titled to receive. I hope the Senate will allow the 
bill which I have named to be made the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. RUSK. I dislike to oppose the proposi 
tion of the Senator from Illinois; but I see that it 
will involve the consumption of a great deal of 
time. This isan important bill in various respects. 
It proposes a great alteration in regard to our mil- 
itary affairs; it involves a large: expenditure of 
money; it is a proposition entirely new in its 
character, and involves some very important ques- 
tions; and it will necessarily connect itself with 
another question—the construction of a road to 
the Pacific ocean. If we make it the special or- 
der of the day for a particular day, my own im- 
pression is, that we shall get into a discussion 
which will be interminable. I think the better 
plan will be to take it up at some time, and then 
dispose of it as soon as we can. I am very will- 
ing to vote to take it up at any time when the Sen- 
ate is in a condition tu act upon it. I would be 
willing to take it up to-day, and consume this day 
in its investigation, did I not feel so much anxiety 
in relation to the bill which was under considera- 
tion yesterday, and which was then partly com- | 
pleted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ido not yet understand the 
objection of the Senator from Texas. If the bill 
is made the special order for Tuesday, it will take 
up no more time on that day than if it were not 
made the special order. 

Mr. RUSK. Butif it should not be acted upon 
on Tuesday it would come up again on Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Triie; but if itshould come 
up without being made the special order, it might 
run through day after day, if gentlemen should | 
choose to oppose it. The tendency of the argu- 
ment. of the Senator from Texas is, that the bill 
should never be considered by the Senate, because 
it will occupy some time. Every bill which is 
considered occupies some time; and it is not to be | 
supposed that this will be an exception to the gen- 
eral rule. Ali I desire is, that the bill shall havea 
fair hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
would remind the Senator froni Illinois, that the | 
question is on proceeding to the consideration of | 
the hill, and not as to any particular disposition | 
of ii, | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was only replying to the 
suggestions of the Senator from Texas, who gave : 
reasons why it should not be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the motion of the Senator from Illinois, to 
postpone the previous orders and proceed to the | 
consideration of the bill named by him. 

Mr. DAVIS. I understood the Senator from | 
Iilinois to say that he simply wished to assign a | 
future day for its consideration. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Tuesday next. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill must | 
be taken up before that motion can be put. 

The question being taken upon the motion to 
take up the bill, it was agreed to. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | now move to postpone the | 
further consideration of the bill until Tuesday next, 
and make it the special order for that day. 

Mr. RUSK. If we make it the special order for | 
Tuesday, I think I can see that it will involve the | 
consumption of a great deal of tyne. This is a | 
bill which involves important priaciples. It has | 
ngt been investigated by the Senate. It will re- | 
ailire a great deal of time to see the different bear- | 
ings of the bill, Itis one which will involve a | 
very large expenditure of public money. 
these things will have to be considered by the Sen- 


|, being 


ate, If the bill is made the special. order of the 
day for Tuesday next, it will then come up at one 
o'clock, and will be discussed during the whole of 


' 


that day; for [am very certain we shall not be | 


able to get through withit then. As soon as one 
o’clock arrives on Wednesday no other bill on 
the Calendar can be taken up without a motion 
to postpone the special order, which will give rise 
to discussion. The result will be, in my opinion, 
not to advance the bill an inch, but to give it a 
preference which will bring about debate, and con- 
sume the time of the Senate at this last stage of 
the session. 
not agree to the proposition to make the bill a 
special order. ™ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill has 
been read a first time, and has been ordered to a 
second reading; and the Chair would suggest that 
it would be better to read it a second time before 
postponing it. 

The bill was read a second time and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
raise, organize, and equip three regiments of vol- 
unteers, of ten companies to each regiment, and 
one hundred men‘to each company, to serve fora 
period of three years, in guarding and protecting 
the emigrant routes and telegraphic lines, and of 
conveying the mails between the Missouri river 
and the settlements in California and Oregon. It 
provides for the establishment of a line of military 
posts, ten in number, at convenient and suitable 
points on the route, garrisoned by a force of one 
hundred men at each; and that there shall be, in 
addition to the military posts, station-houses at 
suitable places and distances, not exceeding twenty 
miles apart, throughout the entire length of the 
route, to be guarded and protected -by at least 
twenty men on a station. ‘The posts and station- 
houses are to be of a cheap and temporary char- 
acter, and yet strong enough for purposes of de- 
fense,and of affording the protection contemplated ; 
and they are to be erected by the volunteers, of 
materials to be obtained in the vicinity of the 
route. It further proposes to make it the duty of 
the volunteers, under the direction of the President, 
to keep the roads on the route in good traveling 
condition, with sufficient bridges and ferries across 
the streams to carry the mails, and protect all 
telegraphic lines, and persons employed in estab- 
lishing and erecting them, and all emigrants, trav- 
elers, settlers, and traders along the line, and its 
vicinity, from hostilities and depredations by the 
Indians. ‘The volunteers are to be required to 
raise, gather, and preserve all the provisions, 
bread-stuffs, forage, and supplies of whatever kind, 
which ghall be necessary to sustain themselves and 
their Ricoais, without cost to the Government. 
A further provision is made, that the colonels of 
the regiments shall be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and that all other officers of the regiment, commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned, shall be elected by 
the volunteers; that the volunteers shall be enrolled 
for three years; that the officers and men compos- 
ing the regiments shall be entitled to the same pay 
and emoluments as were allowed to the regiment 
of mounted riflemen raised in 1846, for the protec- 
tion of the people of Oregon; and, in addition 
thereto, shall be entitled, so soon as the militar 
posts and stations are established, to select, saab 
for himself, six hundred and forty acres of land 
along the route, but not to include tracts upon 
which the posts and stations shall be located, which 
are reserved pees uses. [t also proposes to 
grant to Henry O’Reilly the privilege of erecting 
telegraphic posts through the public domain, from 
the Western frontier to California and Oregon. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, [ have only 
a word to say in reply to the suggestions of the 
Senator from Texas. Every objection that he 
makes to the consideration of this bill at the spe- 
cific time proposed would apply to any other tinie. 
Hence, it is an argument against its ever being 
congidered, instead of an argument against its 

* considered at the particular time proposed. 

It isan important bill, I admit; butis importantonly 
for this reason: that we have no protection provided 
_ for the emigrants, travelers, and traders, and the 
mail-carriers between the western settlements and 


sorts of aggressions are committed by the Indians 


All |} upon our people, while they are passing through 
|| the Indian territory. 


[ hope, therefore, the Senate will | 
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is necessary to those people. In 1846, Congress 
passed a law authorizing military posts to be o, 
tablished, and a regiment to be raised, for th, 
purpose. The creation of that regiment was ~ 
thorized in general terms, and hence it has been 


| employed in other services, and these posts hays 
| not been established. 


_ The only new principle introduced into this ))jj 
is, that under it, volunteers are to be raised to p, 
and build these posts of the materials along x 


| line, and are to receive pay as soldiers while en 


gaged in it; but, at the same time, are to he re. 
quired to raise their own provisions, both fo, 
themselves and for their animals—to supply thei; 


| own animals and their own clothing—thus sys. 


taining themselves; and at the end of three years’ 
service they are to receive six hundred and forty 


acres of land along the line of the route, so as t) 


form a military colony. Instead of involving a 


| large expenditure, it will reduce your expenses 


millions of dollars, provided you are going to fur 
nish the protection due to those who may be com. 
pelled, in the course of business, to travel ove; 
that line. 

The question is, Are you going to furnish any 
proneatiiin? If you are, there are but twognodes 


| of doing it—one by this military occupation re- 


quiring the soldiers to supply themselves; and the 
other by increasing the force of the regular Army 
| undertake to say that, in comparison with the 
latter plan, the one proposed in this bill will di- 
minish the expenses by millions of dollars yearly. 
This, therefore, is a plan to reduce and diminish 


| the expenditures of the Government, instead of 


increasing them. But I do not desire to go into « 
discussion of the merits of the bill, and I will not 
do so. I only ask that it be considered. 

I presented memorials upon this subject early « 
in the sesssion. The bill was reported several 
months ago. 1| have striven, over and over again, 
to get these territorial bills taken up, but I have 
been unable to get a hearing upon them; and now 
it is objected to them that they are going to take 
too much time. The objection is made particu- 
larly with regard to this bill. That objection will 
increase with the lapse of each day of the session. 
1 wish to know whether the Senate intend to far- 
nish any protection at all to settlers on the frontier, 
and to emigrants going across the continent. If 
they do intend to do so, the sooner we act the 
better. This interferes with no other bill, and | 
think it will not gi¥e rise to much discussion. | 
have no speech to make upon it. I simply desire, 
when it shall come up, to explain any provision 
which any Senator may desire to have explained. 
I do not believe it will take any considerable time 
to pass.the bill. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I do not mean to 
enter into a discussion of the merits of the bill, but ! 
think we ought to reflect a great deal before we 
turn Congress into a sort of commander-in-chief 
of the Army. There is in this bill a provision, 
which will certainly give rise to a lengthy discus- 
sion, granting special privileges to a particular in- 


| dividual for constructing a telegraphic line to the 


Pacific ocean. 

The difficulty I suggest is this: I see nothing in 
this bill to give it a preference over all other bills 
which are before the Senate, and the result of 
making it the special order for Tuesday next, at 
this late date @ay of the session, will be to give it 
a preference over all other bills. 

The honorable Senator says that the emigrants 
on the route to California and Oregon are unpro- 
tected. Sir, a large number of my constituents 
are unprotected. The treaty between the United 
States and Mexico is violated everyday by In- 


| dian depredaticns, and my people are unprotected. 


All these questions will come up. And, sir, shall 
we take up this bill proposing a new experiment— 


/onethat has not entered into the policy of the 


Government heretofore—and discuss it to the ex- 
clusion of all other matters ? When the bill comes 
up I shall have much to say in regard toit. I 


_ have seen soldiers, and I know something of their 


_ new sort of discipline. 
| of the whole milita 
| the Pacific ocean; and murders, robberies, and all || 


character. When you turn them into farmers and 
task them, and make them work, you will have 
commenced a new kind of exercise in the Army; a 
It will be an entire change 
system of the country. 
To imagine that a bill.of this description will 


| not draw out discussion, is, I think, presuming 


| 


Some protection is due, and || whole military system. 


It involves a total change of our 


a great deal. I ¢ 
I am willing to protect 
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these emigrants—I am willing to extend the same 
protection to one place as to another, but at the 
same time I wish to see justice dong to all. 

The honorable Senator does not answer my ob- 
jection. He says that | objection would apply 
against taking up this bill on any day. No, sir; 
not at all. If it is made the special order, it takes 
itself up every day when one o’clock arrives. 
What isthe result of that? If I have a bill, or if | 
any other Senator has a bill which it is desirable 
to take up, it ae a motion to postpone the 
special order, and thereupon a discussion ensues, 
and the time of the Senate is consumed. I appre- 
ciate the motive of the honorable Senator. I con- 
cur in the object which he has of protecting the 
travelers and emigrants. I desire to do it, but I 
cannot vote for this bill in its present shape. Ido 


not mean, however, to discuss its provisions now. | 


I am willing to vote for anything within the com- 
pass of our power which will, in my opinion, ac- 
complish the object in view; but I do not want to 
give this bill a preference over all the other busi- 
nes of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As the Senator resists the 
fixing of any time for action on this bill, and as 
he is not ready to take up any bill of his own, I 
will withdraw the motion to postpone, and submit 


now a few remarks upon the bill itself. TheSen- | 


ator says he has bills of his own in regard to the 
protection of Texas, which he desires to have 
taken up. 

Mr. RUSK...No, sir; the Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. At any rate, the Senator 
said his own people were unprotected. If they are 
unprotected, why not bring forward a bill to pro- 
tect them, instead of urging that asa reason against 
the protection of other people who are unprotected, 
and for whose protection bills have been brought 
forward? Because his own people are not pro- 
tected against these aggressions, is that any reason 
to be urged why other people should not be pro- 
tected? If he does not bring forward bills to pro- 
tect his own people, is that any reason why the 
Senator should assail me.for performing my duty 
to my section of country? I have never interfered 
to prevent him from taking up any bill for the 
protection of his own State, whenever he desired 
todo so. If he wishes to give the people of Texas 
on that frontier, protection by law, or to provide 
means for that purpose, he will not find me resist- 
ing the consideration of any such proposition. I 
am prepared to help him, to aid him in all the 
necessary legislation. 

But the gentleman from Texas assails the terms 
of the bill. He says he shall want some change, 
so far as it epecibes one man who may make a 
telegraphic line across the continent. ‘The prop- 
osition is, that Henry O’Reilly, at his own ex- 
pense, may make a telegraphic line over the pub- 
lic lands. I will agree to modify that proposition, 
so as to say that Henry O’Reilly, or any other 
living man, or all men, may make telegraphic 
lines at their own expense, across the public do- 
main. That will be broad enough, I apprehend, 
to obviate his objection as to monopoly. 

Again, the Senator says he does not object 
to the object of the bill. He says he appre- 
ciates my motive and my desire to protect these 
people. Then, sir, if we concur in the object, and 
only differ as to the means, let us take up the bill 
and consider it; and, if my ees are not 
right, let’ him offer his amendments. When- 
ever he Offers an amendment that commends iiself 
to my judgment, I will at once freely accede to 
it. I do not pretend that the bill is perfect. I 
have given it a good deal of reflection. I have 
made it as perfect as I knew how; but yet it is 
probable that the gentleman’s superior experience 
in frontier life may enable him to suggest amend- 
ments that will improve it. Let him offer them. 
I shall be ready to receive them in a fair spirit, 
and agree to them whenever Ican. I have no 
doubt that many Senators can improve the terms 
of this bill in many respects. That is just what I 
desire. 1 wish to have the benefit of their advice, 
of their suggestions, and their amendments. I 
care not whether you retain one word, or section, 
of this bill, provided, when you strike out these 
provisions, you insert others that will be as ef- 
fectual for the purpose in view. I do not insist 
upon the adoption of the bill as it is. AllT ask is, 
that you will afford the requisite and adequate 
protection to the people on that line, and let us 
have a fair hearing on thie bill for that purpose. 


I hope we may proceed to consider the bil! now. 
I think that if we doso, we shall get through with 
it, perhaps in less time than by discussing it in 
this irregular way. 

Mr. CHASE. This bill contemplates an ob- 
ject of very great importance—a telegraph from 
Independence, Missouri, I suppose, to San Fran- 
cisco. The details of the bill will, of course, de- 
mand the very careful attention of the Senate. | 
concur cordially with what has fallen from the 
Senator from Illinois, with regard to the :mport- 
ance of this work. It is a matter to which I have 
given some attention, but 1 think it will be better 
to postpone the consideration of the bill until a 
future day when the Senate will be more full, and 
when Senators, having had their attention called 
to it, will have an opportunity of looking into the 
memorial, and the report which has been made. 
With the concurrence of the Senator from Illinois, 
therefore, | move to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the bill until Tuesday next, and make 
it the special order for that time; for it is really a 
matter of very great importance. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall ask the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. , 

Mr. BRADBURY. I would suggest that it is 
well known to the Senate, that several members 
are necessarily absent in the discharge of a duty 
assigned to them by this body. I would ask 
whether it be desirable to take up a bill of so much 
importance during the absence of those who are 
necessarily away in the discharge of a duty which 
has been imposed upon them by the Senate ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I willonly remark, in reply, 
that when the gentleman from Maine asked us to 
consider a bill tor the relief arid protection of one 
man, a few moments ago, | did not object to it. 
This is just such a bill, with one exception. This 
provides for the protection of millions and that for 
one man. 

Mr BRADBURY. What man? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I allude to the private bill 
taken up to-day, on the motion of the honorable 
Senator. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I made no motion to-day 
to. take up a private bill, but my colleague did 
make such a motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then | was laboring under 
amistake. I have yielded for several private bills, 
all involving matters of legitimate legislation for 
the protection of the rights of pues. This bill 
provides for the protection of the rights of a large 
number of persons. There is nothing in the bill 
which any man cannot easily understand on five 
minutes’ examination. I am willing to consider 
the bill now, or to postpone it to any given day, 
if we can have the assurance that it shalLhave a 
fair hearing. I shall propose so to amen®the bill 
as to leave in it no exclusive privilege to any per- 
son. If there is an objectionable feature in it let 
it be pointed out, and J will consent to strike it 
out. If there is an omission, let any gentleman 
suggest it,and I will vote to put itin. IL only ask 
the consideration of the bill. It is necessary. 
Justice requires it. The lives of our own citizens 
require that we should pass it; and | ask that there 
may be action upon it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. ‘The remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois seem to call for some reply from 
me. If he had attended to my remarks, he would 
have perceived that my objection was not to the 
consideration of the bill, but only to its consider- 
ation at the 
distinguishe 
rily absent. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is very’true; but there 
will always be some members absent, and I ap- 

rehend that the friends of this bill have more to 
en than to gain by the absence of the m€mbers 
alluded to. Several of them I know to be warm 
advocates of the bill. 

Two members absent on the committee to 
which allusion is made, helped to report this bill 
from the Committee on the Territeries. Another 
of those gentlemen takes a deep interest in the bill. 
I do not know that the other half of the comiMittee 
alluded to are opposed to it atall. Again; they 
may be back by that time; but | am willing to 
run the risk of a vote in their absence, because 
of the manifest justice of the proposition, It is 
true that if I thought there would be a close vote, 
I would wish to have them back before the vote 
wastaken. I only desire some time to be fixed 
for the consideration of the bill. I care not what 


members of the Senate are necessa- 
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Eerictner day, so that it is some reasonable time. 
f the Senate do that I shall be content. 

Mr. BORLAND. 1 hope the proposition to fix 
an early day for the consideration of thie bill will 
be agreed to. I consider it a bill of more general 


|| importance to the Western States than any bill 


| that has been before the Senate this session. 


articular time named, when certain | 


To 
those States especially which lie west of the Mis- 
sissippi river, or aleng its course on either side, 
it is of the very first importance. They are fron- 
tier States, and have an unsettled country all wett 
of them; or, if settled at all, it is by Indian sav- 
ages. Now, the citizens of these States can have 
no profitable communication with the country 
west of them; they can have no commerce with 
it, for the want of a population to settle and im- 
prove it, and produce those articles of commerce 
which are needed forexchanges. We have, now, 
an outlet for our trade and travel only on one 
side; and so long as we remain in that condition, 
we will be unable to develop even the half—per- 
haps not a tithe—of our resources. We want a 
maricet on both sides; we desire to see settlements 
made west as well as east of us; and it strikes me 
that is a consideration which should weigh pow- 
erfully with the honorable Senator from Texas, 
[Mr. Rusk,] for his State is similarly situated 
with nunein this respect. 

Mr. RUSK. 
portant er 

Mr. BORLAND. It is of importance in this: 
it will open up the whole country west of us for 
settlement, trade, and intercommunication. Is not 
this important and desirable? To me it seems to 
be not only an important, but the first and indis- 
pensable step towards the settlement of the ceun- 
try between our States and California, Oregon, &c. 
Indeed, the only practicable means by which we 
can ever establish a line of useful intercommani- 
cation between ourselves and our possessions on 
the Pacific. We have been talking for years about 
making a railroad across the country, from the 
Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. We have 
had that proposition before us time and again. It 
is before us now. There is an immense tract of 
wild country between these points, extending some 
twelve or fifteen hundred miles, unsettled, or, if 
settled at all, settled only by savages, amongst 
whom a railroad would not stand safely at any 
one point for a week. Without some such plan 
as this, I know of no mode of building or proteet- 
ing such a road, except at a cost which all the re- 
sources of this Union could not pay. 

I beg leave to call the attention of the honorable 
Senator from Texas to a case in the older States, 
which, I think, will exemplify the view which I 
entertain of the advantages, comparative and ac- 
tual, of an outlet on both sides of a State. | refer 
to the States of Kentucky and Ohio. Kentucky 
was settled long before Ohio, with a people equally 
intelligent and enterprising, and possessing a soil 
equally fertile, and a climate equally genial and 
salubrious. Yet, whatis the relative condition of 
these two States? 


In what way is it of so much im 


Ohio became settled, peopled, and improved 
with more than fourfold rapidity. Why? Ohic 
has an outlet on both sides, while Kentucky has 
an outlet on but one. Ohio not only has an out- 
let and a market on each side, to induce settlement 
and cultivation throughout her whole territory, 
but she becomes thereby a thoroughfare between 


' North and South, and all her lines of communica- 


tion and intercourse are thronged with travelers, 
and covered with agricultural productions, and the 
fabrics of exchange, seeking an outlet and a mar- 
ket on both sides, and in opposite directions. 
Ohio has a great lake on the one side, and a great 
river on the other. Kentucky has the Ohio river 
on the one side, and on the other forests and 
mountains almost impassable, and comparatively 
impracticable for trade. She has, indeed, an out- 
let and a market on one side only. The compar- 
ative condition of these two States, in the particu- 
lars I have mentioned, exemplify the importance 
and value of the condition of things I desire for 
my State, and others situated like her; and which 
I think this proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Illinois (Mr. Doveras) is so well calculated 
—indeed, is ifdispensable—to attain. We now 
have no outlet, except upon the Mississippi river 
The whole country west of us is comparatively a 
wilderness. You make us grants of land for rail- 
roads; but if you do not allow us facilities for set- 
tling the country west, I ask what will these rai! 
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roads be worth to us? I ask the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Grevea,] if, when you have made 
grants of lawd for railroads in his State, you for- 
bid settlements being made west of him; or, what 
jis the same thing, refuse your asset to facilities 
for making and encouraging those settlements, 
what those grants will be worth to him? Keep 
the region west of him in its present wild antl un- 
settled condition, and who expects business or 
tgavel enough, for years to come, to sustain them } 
with business? Where is the business to come 
from? So with the other States similarly situated 
—mine among them. But if yu will afford facil- 
ities for travel, and open a communication to the | 
Pacific ocean, and encourage white people to travel 
through and settle in the intermediate country, as 
they will do,and bring the rich and valuable lands, 
now wild and waste, into cultivation, you will 
make business for railroads and all other means of | 
communication, and our States will soon grow, as 
Ohio has grown, and attain the true position which 
their natural resources entitle them to occupy. I 
have mentioned Ohio in particular, because I re- 
gard her natural position, with the greatest of our | 
inland seas on one side, and the second of our 
rivers on the other, as by far more favorable than 
that of any State in the Union, perhaps New York 
alone excepted. 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator from Arkansas | 
{[Mr. Bortanp] will permit me, I will say that I 
am desirous of going into Executive session. This | 
is a very important matter, and had better lie | 
over until next week. 

Mr. BORLAND. If we can get a vote on the 
subject now, I think we had betterdo so. If not, | 
I think it would be desirable to fix an early day 
for the consideration of this important question. | 
I do not desire to make a speech on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. GWIN. Idid not wish to interrupt the 
Senator; but I was not aware that any @xpecta- | 
tion was entertained that a vote would be taken 
on the bill to-day. 

Mr. BORLAND. But I did intend to present | 
some views with regard to.just such a bill as that 

resented by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 

Joveias,] asaflording the only practicable means 
of establishing a communication with the Pacific, | 
and as the only means by which we can ever 
hope to unite ourselves properly with our posses- 
sions on the Pacific coast, and make them safe.in | 
themselves, and valuable to us. But I will not 
discuss the subject any further now, and shall | 
beg that an early day may be fixed for its consid- | 
eration. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As the bill is now under 
consideration, and asl have succeeded in drawing 
the attention of the Senate to it, I have no objec- 
tion to postpone it until Tuesday, without making 
it a special order, and relying on the good feeling 
of Senators to give it a fair hearing. 

Mr. CHASE. I made the motion to postpone 
the consideration of the bill, because I thought it | 
was the best course to adopt; and I added to it | 
that the bill should be the special order for Tues- 
day, for the purpose of meeting the wishes of 
my friend the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dove- 
LAs.} [now withdraw the latter part of my mo- 
tion, i 

The motion to postpone was then agreed to. 





WASHINGTON GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


On montion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate / 
postponed the prior order for the purpose of pro- | 
ceeding to the consideration of a bill to amend 
an act entitled ** An act to incorporate the Wash- | 
ington Gaslight Company,” approved July 8th, | 
1848. The bill was read for the information of | 
the Senate, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides that the act entitled ** An act | 
to incorporate the Washington Gaslight Com- | 
pany,’ approved July 8th, 1848, be, and the, 
same is hereby, amended, by inserting in the sec- | 
ond section immediately before the word “ fifty,”’ 
the words ‘‘ three hundred and;”’ and in the sev- | 
enth section, wherever the word ‘* Washington” | 
occurs, by inserting immediately thereafter the | 
words ** and Georgetown.”’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will state that the object of | 
the bill is merely to enable the Gaslight Com- | 
pany to increase their stock. The people of 
Georgetown are anxious to have the benefits con- 
ferred by the Gaslight Company extended to them, 
as the company has been found to be very useful, 
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and this amendment of the original bill will enable || was read a second time, and consider 
the company to increase its capital, | Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and | It provides shat so much of the fifth section of 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. the act of which this is amendatory, as declares 


that if, in offering at public sale any tract of | 
aaa s , an 
PROMOTION OF CERTAIN OFFICERS ceded by the Wyandots under the treat ; 


The Senate then, on motion by Mr. SHIELDS, || cluded with that tribe on the 7th March 
proceeded to the consideration of ‘* A bill to pro- || on which improvements exist, the real value of the 
vide for the promotion of certain officers in the || same, according to the estimates of the superin- 
Engineer, Topographical Engmeer, and Ordnance || tendents, shall not be bidden, it shall be their dy; 
Corps,”’’ as in Committee of the Whole. || to withdraw the tract from sale, and the tracts thus 

Mr. GWIN. I think the Senator from Rhode | ‘withdrawn from sale shall be offered at public sale 
Island [Mr. James] wishes to be present when || due public notice first being given, be, and the 
that bill is considered, as he has an amendment || same is hereby repealed; and that all such lands 
which he wishes to offer. | shall be exposed at public sale to the highest bid. 

Mr. BORLAND. I have the amendment here. || der, at such time and place as the Commissioner 
The matter is al understood. || of the General Land Office may direct, subject to 

The bill provides that every commissioned offi- || the minimum price per acre of $2 50. 
cer below the rank of captain in the Corps of || The bill was reported to the Senate without 
Engineers, Corps of Topographical Engineers, and || amendment, ordered to a third reading, and was 
Ordnanee Corps, who has served fourteen years in || read a third time and passed. 
either of said corps, shall be promoted to the rank GRANT OF LAND IN ARKANSAS, 
of captain: Provided, That the number of officers The bill “* granting to the State of Arkansas the 
in said corps shall not be increased beyond the || « right of way and a portion of the public lands 
number fixed by existing laws. : ‘to aidein the construction of a railroad from 

Mr. SHIELDS. I offer the following amend- || « Gaines’s Landing to Fulton, in said State,” was 
ment as a substitute: | taken up for a third reading. 

= nanested by i ere and van eee aneeene Mr. BRADBURY. 1 do not intend to oppose 
That whenever any lieutenantin the Engineer, Topographi. || ‘he passage of this bill; but I wish to inquire of 
cal Engineer, and Ordnance Corps, shall have served four- the Senator from Arkansas, whether this is the 
teen years continuously as lieutenant, he shall be pro- first, second, third, or fourth bill which grants 
moted to the rank of captain: Provided, That the whole || Jands to that State, to aid in thé construction of 
sores aapeees ai oe ane ots fae SOE ST || Salona 
vided further, That no officer shall be ‘promoted betore Mr. BORLAND. I will state to the Senator 
those who rank in his corps. from Maine, that this is the second bill that has 

been reported for Arkansas, and that upon an 
estimate which I have in my desk, it appears that , 
less land will still have been granted to Arkansas, 
| for the same purpose, than has been granted to 
other States, when this is granted. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I made the inquiry be- 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. || cause T had the impression that this was the third 

The Senate, on motion by Mr. GWIN, pro- || railroad for which land had been granted in Ar- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, || kansas. | thought the Committee on Public Lands 
and afier some time spent therein, the doors were || had adopted the principle of giving land for two 
reopened. || railroads in each State, at this session, reserving 

AMOS KNAPP. . | further action till another session; but as this is 


| only the second, I will say nothing further. 
Mr. UPHAM. I move that the Senate post- | he bill was read a third time, and passed. 


pone the prior orders, with the view of taking up || 
House bill No. 60, which is a bill for the relief of | CARESS OF PAGER OF areas te: 


Amos Knapp. It was referred to the Committee || eee I wish - an to the re 
on Pensions, and has been reported back without || De ee ee ee eee 
amendment || of the Whole, is now printed, with the amend- 


The motion to postpone the prior orders was || ments, aoe am ae Pe = oe utd 
agreed to, and the bill was eoniliored by the Sen- || oe ee » thie’: cig ro — a 
ate asggn Committee of the Whole. It provides || wt vb i. printing — in soe pocon 
that from and afier the passage of this act, Amos is ee rel . = era ms a Sod 4 oe he 
Knapp shall be placed upon the roll of invalid qe o a ’ “ae oat = old be ’ a h > 
pensions and receive eight dollars per month, the } secretary, that wastever eslort cows. be vel _— 
pension of a common soldier, een made to have it here. I will merely say, 
The bill was reported to the Senate without that i ~ ready for action whenever it is the desire 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, and was — ig itup. I shall not move to 
eae See SOP OER peer Mr. ADAMS. I move that we proceed to its 
| consideration now. We have yet an hour during 
| which we might consider it; and as to-morrow is 
private biil day, if it is not taken up to-day, we 
| shall not get it up again this week. 
Mr. CHASE. | hope it will not be proceeded 
with to-day. The bill has not yet been laid upon 
our tables, amd we want a little time to consider it. 


amare: 





ed by the 


y con. 
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The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended, the amendment was concurred in, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 


LANDS OF THE WYANDOT INDIANS. 


Mr. CHASE. It isnot yet quite three o’clock, 
and I trust the Sénate will indulge me by post- | 
poning the prior orders and taking up House bill 
No. 226. It is an act to amend an act entitled 
** An act providing for the sale of certain lands in 
the States of Ohio and Miclfigan, ceded by the 
Wyandot tribe of Indians, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved on the 3d of March, 1843. 

The whole object of the bill is simply to author- 
ize the exposure to sale of certain lands ceded by 
the Wyandots under the treaty concluded with | 
them.on the 7th of March. On some of these || 
lands there were improvements, which, however, | 
have not brought the value estimated by the su- 

erintendents, and for which reason, according to || 
the old law, they have not been sold. The object | Tnorspar, July 8, 1852. 
of this bill is to authorize their sale at a price of not | | The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
less than $2 50 per acre. | — Rev. L. F. Moraan. 

‘Ghe question was then taken on the motion to || —TheJournalof yesterday was read and approved. 
postpone the prior orders, and a division being || The SPEAKER. House bill No. 144, to 

called for, there were—ayes 14, noes 9;no quorum | amend the act entitled ‘An act to reduce and mod- 
voting. || ify the rates of postage,” reported on Tuesday 

Mr. CHASE. There is a quorum in the Cham- || last from the Committee on the Post Officeand Post 

ber, and I trust Senators will vote. This is a || Roads, with sundry amendments, having been 
matter of considerable importanceto one section of || postponed until to-day, is the first business in 
the State of Ohio, and I trust the Senate will not || order; the pending question being on the amend- 
refuse to take up the bill. || ments proposed by the Committee on the Post 
| The question was again taken, and the bill || Office and Post Roads. 


- 


is now in the Capitol. 

The question was taken on the motion to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill, and it was not 
agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. DAVIS. I understand the bill, as printed, . 
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Mr. OLDS. I wish to say, with regard to that | been in the revenues of the Post Office Department, upon 
pill, that the gentleman from New York (Mr. the Chagres and Panama route, from New York to Sao 
> i f ln tathontlin ein | Francisco, within the jast eight months; also, what pro 
Brooks) called upon me for Some stauistics In Fe- |} portion of such falling off in the revenue is to be ascribed 
lation to the postage under the existing law. The | w the reduced rates of postage under the operation of the 

entleman from New York will readily under- act of the 3d of March, entitled “‘An act to reduce and 

: i that it is impossible for me to get them, |, dy the rates of postage,” &e.; and what proportion to 
siane u or hat tl ae Nis : || the transportation of letters by private expressesoutside the 
when I tell bim that there are more than seventy- || United States mail, by the same steamers which carry the 
odd rates of postage under the law, and probably | United States mail ander existing contracts ; and what pro 
there are not more than one in a hundred post- |, portion to the a oe by private a 
. os , ' a a upon shorter and more expeditious ocean routes than the 

asters count : riv - . 
mastet oo the é a chee a - “the P ne one by Chagres and Panama. 
ation. pome satis Ss 0 - os = . 

artment were to be here at eleven o’clock to-day, | MAIL STEAMERS. 
have not yetcome. If the House choose, | Mr. OLDS, from the same committee, reported 
would prefer, under the circumstances, to post- | the following resolutigns: 
one the bill until to-morrow morning I have Be it resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
another reason for doing so; the gentleman from || quested to transmit to this House copies of all the contracts 
Kentucky [Mr. Grey] desires to make a report ee tor the ee - naval 
: ° all ste? ers 3 > trans a e ais 2 e 
from our committee, that it may be read before || Val) Seamers ane the transportation of the mails between 


‘ ; New York and San Francisco, made by the Navy Depart 
the vote is taken upon the Collins line of steam- | ment, or by the Navy Department in conjunction with the 


ers. Itisa proposition for establishing another | Post Office Department, on behalf of the United States. 
line of steamers from New York to London, by Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be also re 
wae of Galway. ireland. and toc carrying the quested to inform this House whether A. G. Sloo, con 
the way 0 ys ’ ys tractor for the transportation of the ocean steamer mails 
mail at a round trip, for a sum not exceeding from New York to Chagres, or his assigns, have constructed 
$10,000. and placed in the service of the United States Government 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Oxp’s | te nuruber of steamships required by the contract of the 
ditw decided in tl fir tiv said Sloo; and, if not, how many there of the said con- 
motion, and it was dec in the aifirmative. tractor and his assigns have failed to furnish. 
So the bill was postponed until to-morrow. Resolved, further, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
- " || also requested to intorm this House what amount of money 
MAIL LINE TO GALWAY. || has hoon advanced to the said Stoo, or his assigns, under 
Mr. GREY, from the Committee on the Post a uf —— 3d, ce " aid in the construction ie 
oo. > " + 2 their steamships, stating the date and amount of each such 
Office an Post Roads, to which were referred the advance, and the date and amount of each repayment of 
proposals of Horace B. Tibbetts, made a report || said advances so far made by the said A. G. Sloo, or his 
thereon, accompanied by a bill (No. 295) ** to au- |! assigns. 
thorize the Postmaster General to contract for the | a it a Hptares a eee bd the Navy be 
. : ~: also requested to inform this House whether the steam 
transportation of the mails between Jersey City, | ships cungles ed by the two companies of contractors for | 
port of New York, and Galway, in Ireland; carrying the mails between New York and San Francisco 
which was read a first and second time, committed | have been built according to the obligations of the con 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the |, acts under which they were constructed ; whether they 


a . are 50 built as to be fit tu carry batteries proportionate to 
Union, and the bill and the report ordered to be | the respective tonnage of each such steamships ; and also, 
printed. 


whether his Department could employ the entire services 
of the said steamships with advantage to the United States 
Navy, and to the general interest of the Government. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tenneseee. I wish to ask 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ops} whether the 
information asked for in that resolution is not cov- 

| ered by one that was passed some time since uy.on 
the motion of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Peaster ?} 

Mr. OLDS. I will say, in reply to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, that this resolution was 


MARY REESIDE. 


Mr. OLDS, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition’of Mary Reeside, admm- 
istratrix of James Reeside, deceased, made a re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a joint resolution 
for her relief; which was read a first and second 
time, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and the joint resolution and report ordered to be 
printed. 


JOHN J. SYKES. 'and that the response to that resolution does not 
Mr. FOWLER, from the same committee, to || embrace the whole of the information which we 
which was referred the petition of John J. Sykes, seek to obtain. It is true that some portion of it 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill || covers the same ground; but it will be no trouble 
(No. 296) for his relief; which was read a first || to the Department to furnish it again. 
and second time, committed to a Committee of the Mr. HOUSTON. I am satisfied that if the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- || gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Oxps] will rafer to the 
morrow, and the bill and report ordered to be || documents, he will find at least four SftW8, if not 
printed. || all, of his information already in two or three 
On motion by Mr. FOWLER, it was || documents which are before the two Houses 
Ordered, That ‘the Committee on the Post Office and || of Congress. One of these resolutions asks for 
Post Roads be discharged from the further consideration of || information in relation to the Sioo line, and as to 
= oe pi Po ra be pte. ee ~ | the amount of money paid. If the gentleman will 
that the ee my de a tohie. pensabon, ane’ |) examine the document of this House, No. 91, he 
| will find the precise information from the proper 
OCEAN MAIL SERVICE. '| Department. One of those resolutions asks for a 
Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post || copy of the contract, and by a reference to the 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following res- || same document it will be found that the contracts 
olutions; which were read, considered, and agreed || are all here. The gentleman also asks, in another 
to, viz: || of these resolutions, for the amount of revenue. 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to | The amount of revenue is given in several tables 


transmit to this House a copy of any and all contracts for || in this document, and in the document of the Sen- 
the transportation of the United States mail, oceanwise, | 


between New York and San Francisco ; also a schedule of || 2@> which I hold in my hand. Almost the entire 
the time allowed by the Post Office Department forthe | amount of the gentleman’s information is now 
transportation of said mails, under existing arrangements, | very cumbersomely printed, and before the two 


between the points above named; alse an abstract show- oncress d really ore 80 
ing the time at which said mails departed and arrived from 1] eee » and real y much more 
and at New York and San Francisco, on each semi- || , ‘ : ; 
monthly trip performed within the last three months. | If the gentleman chooses to allow his resolution 
eee further, ae = Tien a General - ~ | to lie over, and will look to the documents, he will 
rected to transmit to this House any information, if suc ; Vv ; ir tio 
there be, in possession of the Post Office Department, es- } per I eet eae of — : ee = oe 
tablishing the fact, that there is now in successful operation || S€€KS- no Solution inquires whether the 


one ocean route between New York and San Francisco, || number of ships contracted for have been put upon 
affording the opportunity jor the transportation of the United || the line. That, too, is specifically answered by 


States mails between these points, with greater economy || : . j . 
and dispatch, than are now afforded via Chagres and Pan- || the published documents; and also as to their com 


ama. ‘| mission, where built, how and when they were 
Also, what offers, if any, are now before the Post Office || examined, by whom, and when they re ac- 


eee nee pe penne of the United States || cepted by the Government. All the information, 
mails between New York and San Francisco, on ocean || ; 
routes other than by Chagres and Panama. How much || from what I could catch of the resolution in hear- 


time could be gained, and how much money saved, if any, || ing it read, is contained in these documents. I 


by contracting for the transportation of the United States || think, therefore, he had better let the resolution 
— on such ocean routes, in aceordance with such || jie over. 
otters. a . 
Resolved further, That the Postmaster General be direct- Mr. OLDS. I am aware, as I said before, that 
ed to inform the House what falling off, if any, there has {| @ large portion of the information has been given 
7 


| drawn up before that was proposed to the House, | 


1 


to the House since the committee ordered these 
resolutions to be reported; but there are points 
embraced in these resolutions which have not been 
given by the Secretary of the Navy. [fit will be 
any trouble to the Department to communicate the 
information again, | am willing that the resolution 
shall be referred back to the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That will be the better way. 
Let the committee reéxamine it. I move that the 
resolution be recommitted to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ELIZABETH F. THURSTON. 


Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred a 
joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth F. Thurs- 
ton, of the Territory of Oregon, reported back the 
same without amendment, and with a recommend- 
ation that it be passed. 

The resolution was read through. 

Mr. O. said: L will state briefly to the House 
the reasons why the widow of Mr. Thurston 
seeks to obtain this relief from the Congress of the 
United States. The Hon. Mr. Thurston, a Dele- 
gate in the last Congress from Oregon, under his 
official franks, sent from here to his residence-in 
the Territory of Oregon, alarge number of books, 
embracing mostly the books that were ordered to 
be given to the new members of Congress. From 
the information before us we have no doubt but 
that there were, perhaps, among those books a 
few that would not have been covered, and ought 
not to have been sent under his official frank. Let 
me say, however, that the same steamer that 
brought these books to the post office in Lynn 
City, brought to that city the news of the death of 

Mr. Thurston. The postmaster at that city re- 
fused to deliver these books to the widow of 
Thurston, alleging that among them there were 
some that Mr. Thurston had no right to frank. 

Now, sir, the committee are satisfied that the 
postmaster at Lynn did not fully understand the 
franking privilege. For instance, from a com- 
munication published by him in the paper at Lynn 
City upon this subject, he takes it for granted that 
Mr. Thurston had no right to frank any book 
weighing over two pounds. Now itis known to ail 
members of Congress that the Archives, the Con- 
gressional Globe, and, in fact, a great portion of 
the books that were voted by Congress to new 
members exceed that weight, and Mr. Thurston 
had the privilege of franking them under his 
official frank. The committee, although they had 
information before them that Mr. Thurston did 
frank a few books that he had no right to frank, 
are satisfied that a large portion, indeed nearly all 
of them, were covered by the resolution of Con- 
gress, and they therefore desire that the resolution 
may be passed, and the postmaster directed to 
deliver these books to the widow of Mr. Thurs- 
ton. Perhaps Mr. Thurston did not altogether 
understand how far his franking privilege ex~- 
tended. I ask that the resolution be put upon its 
passage, 

The resolution was then ordered to a third read- 
ing, and was read the third time. 

Mr. DAVIS, df Massachusetts. Upon the 
statement made by the chairman of the Post Office 
and Post Roads Committee, it seems to me that 
the word ‘ pretense” in the resolution is nota 
proper word to be used. I move to amend yt by 
substituting the word ‘‘allegation.”’ 

+ Mr. OLDS. Ihave no objection to the amend- 
ment. I will accept it. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment can only 
be made by unanimous consent, the resolution 
having passed the stage for amendments. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
ordered. 

The resolution was then passed. 

Mr. FOWLER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upom the table, which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


J. P. CONVERSE. 


Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 

| Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
for the relief of J. P. Converse; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 


|| printed. 
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WHEELING BRIDGE CASE. 


Mr.OLDS. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of the Belmont and Wheeling Bridge Com- 
pany, have directed me to make a report upon 
that subject, accompanied by a bill. 

Mr. THOMAS*M. HOWE, Will the chair- 
man of the committee allow metoask him whether 
the bill which he proposes to report contains any 
provision for regulating the height of chimneys of 
steamboats If so, | wish to raise a question of 
order. 

Mr. OLDS. Let the bill be read first. 

The bill having been read a first time by its title, 
was read through for information, as follows, viz : 
A Bill declaring the Wheeling Bridges lawful structures, 

and for other pufposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent 
utwes of the United States in Congress assembled, That 
the bridges across the Ohio river at Wheeling, in the State 
of Virginia, and at Bridgeport, in the State of Obio, abut 
ting on Zane’s Island, in said river, are hereby declared to 
be lawful structures in their present position and elevation, 
and shall be so held and taken to be, anything in any law 
or laws of the United States to the contrary notwithstand 

And be it further enacted, That the said bridges are de 
clared to be, and are established post roads, for the passage 
of the mails of the United States. and that. the Wheeling 
and Belment Bridge Company are authorized to have and 
maintain their said bridges at their present site and eleva 
tion, and the officers and crew of all vessels and boats nav 
igating suid river are required to regulate the use of their 
said vessels and boats, and of any pipes or chimneys be 
longing thereto, so as not to interfere with the elevation and 
eonstruction of said bridges. 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE. The point of order 
which I proposed making 1s this: The Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads being authorized 
by the 85th rale of the House to take into consid- 
eration only such petitions and matters or things 
touching the Post Office and Post Roads as shall be 
presented or may come in question and be referred 
to them by the House, it is not competent for 
said committee to report a bill, or section of a bill, 
regulating the structure of vessels and boats navi- 
gating a river, or in any way to prescribe limita- 
tions to the height and use of the pipes and chim- 
neys of such boats, inasmuch as such proposed 
iction would be a regulation of commerce, and 
therefore foreign to the duties of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

With the indulgence of the Chair, I beg leave 
Some six or eight weeks 
avo, when it was proposed by the Committee on 
Public Lands to report a bill authorizing a railroad 
to import iron free of duty, a point of order was 
raised by the chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means that the committee had traveled out 
of the line of its duties. It appears to me that 
analogy will hold good in this case, and therefore 
I respectfully submit, for the consideration of the 
Speaker, the point of order that I have raised. 

Mr. OLDS. With the permission of the Chair, 
I desire to reply for a single moment to the objec- 
tion which has been raised by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be pleased 
to hear the gentleman. 

Mr. OLDS. It is true, sir, that the House in 
that case decided that the Committee on Public 
Lands had no right to report upon the subject of 
limiting the duty upon railroad iron; and for what 
Why, for the express reason that 
the matter had not been referred to them by the 
House, and that that committee had no right to 
take into consideration the duty upon railroad 
iron, unless the House directed them to do so. 
But the analogy does not bold good in this case, 
for the subject-matter of this bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
by the House, and we are acting under the author- 
ity of the House when we make this report. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I should 
like to hear the petition or resolution read under 
which the commistee acted. 

Mr. OLDS. Tf the gentleman wishes to have 
the petitions read, I will send to the committee 


» refer to a precedent 


reason’ 


reom for them, but it-will take at least three days | 


to read them all. 
Mr. STEVENS. The reading of one petition 
will be sufficient, and I should like to hear it. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair recollects very 


1? 


well that various petitions upon the subject of the | 
Wheeling bridge were referred to the Committee | 


ithe Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr.STEVENS. I want the gentleman to show 
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me any petitions which ask the committee to reg- 
ulate the height of chimneys, or the structure of 
steamboats. I suppose the gentleman has them. 
I hope we shall not proceed further with this 
matter until the gentleman can produce them. 

Mr. OLDS. I will say, on my responsibility 
as a member, that is one of the very things upon 
which the Bridge Company have memorialized 
Congress, and their memorial was referred to us. 

The SPEAKER. That being the state of the 
case, the Chair must overrule the objection raised 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvamia, (Mr. Sre- 
veNns,}| and decide that this bill is in order; the 
House having referred that, particular subject to 
that particular committee. 

Mr. CARTTER. I would like to see the peti- 
tions. 

Mr. FOWLER. As amember of the commit- 
tee who reported this bill, 1 feel myself constrained, 
as have two other members of the committee, to 
present.a minority report, which I wish to take 
the same cdurse as the majority report. 

The bill was then read a second time by its title. 

The SPEAKER. What disposition does the 
gentleman propose to make of the bilt? 

Mr. OLDS. I propose, inasmuch as it is in- 
portant that action should be had upon this matter 
by Congress soon, if at all, to put the bill upon its 
passage. Ido not desire, however, to move the 
previous question, because | am willing it should 
receive such discussion as the House can give to 
the subject during the morning hour, But I desire 
that the bill may not be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, be- 


cause the order of the court is, that this bridge , 


must be removed by the first of February next. 
If the matter is passed by at this session of Con- 
gress, there will not be time for the company to act. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. If it bein order, I move 
now to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it be 
printed. . 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. OLDS. It is printed. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I will take this occa- 
sion to remark to the House, that at an early period 
in the present session, resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, and approved by 
the Governor of that State, were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and about the 
same time, sundry memorials purporting to be 
from citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, were 
also referred to the same committee; that com- 
mittee have had this subject under consideration, 
and it must be evident to the House, that the 
questions embraced in the case are eminently of a 
judicial character. 

It is @w some three or four months since the 
Committee on the Judiciary have been called upon 
for reports. They are ae to report upon 
this subject. It is one of wide and grave import- 
ance, and the object I have in view in making the 
motion that I have just submitted, to refer this bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, is to enable the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary to make their report and to have it printed, 
and laid upon the desks of: the members of the 
House. 

‘Lhe chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads has already indicated the 
character of the questions that are involved. They 
are questions of vast magnitude—quesfions that 
command, and should receive from this House its 
most serious consideration. 

Having stated that this question has been be- 
fore the Committee on the Judiciary, and that it 
is properly, and eminently a question for their 
consideration, and as the period has not yet arrived 
for them to lay their views upon the subject before 
the House, I trust that the motion which I have 

| just made will be adopted by the House, and that 
this bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and printed. 

Mr. FOWLER. 

| of my colleagues, with myself, have ee ‘and 
wish t@present a minority report. If the bill and 


| the report of the majority are to be printed, we 


‘ask that the minority report may take the same 
course and be printed with them. 

Mr. OLDS. I suppose that it is in order to 
receive the minority report in connection with the 
majority report? 

| Mr. CARTTER. I wish to inquire if the morn- 
| ing hour has expired ? 


I stated just now, that two | 


BE. 


7 


: July 8, 
The SPEAKER. Ithas not. The gentlemay 
from Massachusetts proposes to make a minority 
report from the committeee, and asks that it be 
laid upon the table and be printed. 
Mr. OLDS. _ I have a word to say in regard ty 


| the printing. Inasmuchas the committee designed 


asking the House to put the bill upon its passage 
they had the report printed; it has been circulated 
and laid upon the desks of members; the minority 
of the committee have done the same thing with 
their report. The two reports have been printed 
and are now before the House, and there is there. 
fore no necessity for printing them again. 

Mr. FOWLER. desire that the minority re. 
port, with the majority report, may appear on the 
files, and | hope, therefore, that we shall order 
them to be printed, I hope that they will be 
printed as a part of the documentary evidence jn 
this case. . 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope that 
both the reports may be printed, that it will ap. 
pear that they were ordered to be printed, and that 
they may go among the printed documents. I do 
not understand this mode of printing beforehand 
by order of the committee. 

Mr. OLDS. I have no objection to the print- 
ing if it does not delay the action of the House 
upon the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
enough to act upon it. 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to state that the re- 
ports have not been printed by order of the com. 
mittee. Not at all. 

Mr. STEVENS. Well, | want them printed 
now by order of the House. 

Mr. FOWLER. They were printed for the 
sake of convenience. 

Mr. OLDS. Is the motion to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union debatable? 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to lay the re- 
port upon the table, and print it. 

Mr. OLDS. The minority report ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
to be the motion made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Fowter.] 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish the minority report to 
take the same course as the majority report. 

Mr. STEVENS. I understand that my col- 
league (Mr. McLananan] moved that the bill and 
the report be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That isthe pending motion, 
but it relates to the bill and the majority report. 

Mr. OLDS. Is the motion divisible, so as to 


Oh, we shall have time 


| take a separate vote on the printing and on the 


} 


reference ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. OLDS. ‘Then! call for a division of the 
question. * 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts proposes that 


| the minority report shall take the same direction 


/as the majority report. 


The pending motion, 
therefore, is, that the bill and the reports be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the‘Whole on the state 
of the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. WALSH. I want to say buta few words 
to the House. I hope the motion of the gentle- 


/ man from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLananan] will 


not prevail, because the etfect of it must be to ren- 
der the proposed legislation of no value. As was 
stated by the gentleman from Ghio, [Mr. OLps,} 
in February next, under the decision of the Su- 


| preme Court of the United States, this bridge is 


to beremoved. The object in defeating this bill— 
and I mean no offense to anybody—is not to sus- 
tain a few steamboats that have been prevented 
from going under this bridge, but I believe the 
ultimate object is to prevent the bridge being used 
on a line of railroad. But no matter what may 


| be the object of the motion, it can lead to but one 


| result, and that is, to defeat this bill. 


Now, the 
House has all the facts of the case in these two 
reports from the committee. If you want to com- 
pel those gentlemen, who have built this bridge 


| without any complaint against it until it was fin- 


nished, to take it down, why say so at once. 
Mr. FOWLER. The gentleman is slightly in 
error in regard to one point. The suit which has 


| issued in the Supreme Court was commenced some 


time before the bridge was completed. 
Mr. WALSH. That may be. That is not 
the statement, however, on which I rely. I un- 
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jerstand that is the statement upon your side of 
the question; but these gentlemen of the company 
say they never heard a word of complaint until 
the bridge was finished, or, at least, until they had 
spent the greatest portion of the money on it. 
‘Mr. GROW. It was in evidence in the Su- 
oreme Court, that this injunction was served on 
them before they put the cables across the river. 

-Mr. WALSH. Well, sir, however that may 
be, let us take the vote upon it without sending it 
to the committee. That is all | want. Let us 
eee whether this bridge is a nuisance, under the 
decision of the Supreme Court, because a few 
steamboats are prevented by it from going up the 
river to Pittsburg. If it is a nuisance, why then 
do not pass this bill. But do not put it off to a 
riod when we know it cannot be reached, and 
when the company will be reached by the process 
of the Supreme Court. I hope a vote will be taken 
on the bill in the House. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. [ think 
Lis subject is of sufficient importance to be deliber- 
ately considered. The gentleman from Maryland 
iamps at conclusions, and is possessed of facts 
which Ido not know to exist, and which I am 
inclined to think do not exist. 

Sir, the gentleman speaks of this as if it were a 
rivial matter. Does he remember that the com- 
merce of that vast river is equal to all that of the 
port of Baltimore? And is this House to rejudge 
the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United 
States per saltum, and without a deliberate examin- 
ation of this question and ample argument? Sir, 
his matter has been for two years under examin- 


ation—Chancellor Walworth, perhaps the ablest | 


man in the State of New York, has examined it 
carefully, upon the spot; engineers have been em- 
ployed at vast expense, to examine it, and all this 
is to be swept away with a flourish of rhetoric. 

Mr. WALSH, (interrupting.) 1 did not say 
the matter was not to be discussed in the House. 
lL only want to defeat the motion of the gentle- 
man’s colleague, [Mr. McLananan,] because if 
this bill goes to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, it will never be reached. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is worth sending where 
all such questions go, and where it’ can be delib- 
erately examined. Why, this is asummary way 
of overthrowing the adjudication of the Supreme 
Court! ; 

Mr. OLDS. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him one question ? 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly 1 will. 

Mr. OLDS. The gentleman thinks that be- 
cause this is an important matter, it ought to be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of, the Union. I should like to know if the 


gentleman did not vote to giveaway sixty mil- | 


lions of acres of the public lands, without any ref- 
erence of that bill to the Committee of the Whele 
on the state of the Union? 

Mr. STEVENS. That is a kind of argument 
which I have known some gentlemen use when 
they knew no other argument. Now,I did not 
vote for any such thing, and if I had, that is but 
a shallow kind of question to put when we are 
arguing a matter of this kind. Was it ever moved 
to send that bill to the Committee of the Whole 
onthestateof the Union? Did I ever vote against 
it? or did any other gentleman do it? But that is 
an episode—a very small episede. I say that 
here is a question which the Supreme Court of 
the United Siates have been engaged in examining 
for years; they have appointed examiners of the 
highest character and of the greatest skill; they 
have taken volumes of testimony, which, if this 
House means to act intelligently, it must examine; 
they have adjudicated- 

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) The morning hour 
has expired; and I therefore move to proceed to 
the business on the Speaker’s table, with a view 
that we may refer the bills which are upon it to 
the respective committees. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Is it in order now to move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Then I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
could not have taken the floor from his colleague, 
[Mr. Srevens,] while the motion made by the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] could have 








done it, and therefore that the question must first 
be a upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iwishto inquire of the Chair, 
if the bill in relation to the Wheeling bridge case 
will come up the first thing to-morrow morning? 

The SPEAKER. It will be the first business 
in order during the morning hour. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to make a suggestion 
to the House, which, I think, will meet with gen- 
eral concurrence. By going into committee this 
morning, the presumption is, that we can get 
through with the deficiency bill to-day, whichis 
greatly to be desired. If we appropriate an hour 
or two to the business on the Speaker’s table, we 
shall not be able to finish the deficiency bill to- 
day, and it will probably consume the whole of 
to-morrow. 

Mr. COBB. I can obviate that difficulty by 
withdrawing my motion, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens} will yield the floor 
for a motion to go into committee. 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly; I yield the floor 
for that purpose. 

Mr. COBB. I now move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Srvarr in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated, as the business be- 
fore the committee, the consideration of the Sen- 
ate amendments to House bill No. 207, ‘‘to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1852.’’ The 
pending amendment of the Senate, proposed to 
the clause of the original bill, which provides for 
the payment of interest on the amount awarded 
to the Choctaw claimants, under the fourteenth 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, in 
1830, was then read, as follows: 

** Provided, That after the 30th day of June, 1852, all 
payments of interest on said awards shall cease, and that 


the Secretary of the@piterior be, and he is hereby directed | 


to pay said claimants the amount of principal awarded in 
each case respectively, and that the amount necessary for 
this purpose be, and the same is hereby appropriated: 
Provided further, That the final payment and satisfaction 
of said awards shall be first ratified and approved as a final 
release of all claims of such parties, under the fourteenth 
article of said treaty, by the proper national authority of the 
Choctaws, in such form as shall be preseribed by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior.’’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means propose to amend that amendment of 
the Senate by inserting, on page twenty of the 
printed bill, line seventh of the amendment, after 
the word ‘‘ appropriated,” the words ‘not ex- 
ceeding $872,000. ”° 

The amendment is intended, as will be seen at 
once by every member of the committee, to make 
the item proposed to be appropriated specific of 
itself. I did not regard the amendment proposed 
by the committee as important, but the committee 
did. It certainly does not do any"harm. The 
$872,000 is the exact amount that is due under the 
treaty referred to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means a question 
in relation to this amendment. I see that in this 
billa provision is made fpr the payment of the 
interest of the last fiscal year, and this other pro- 
vision that the principal shall be nowpaid. Again, 
I find in the Indian appropriation bill an appropri- 
ation made for paying the interest for the present 
fiscal year. I wish to know pwhy that provision 
was put in the Indian appropriation bill for paying 
the interest on a principal, which principal, by the 
provision of this bill, is to be paid now? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The reason why the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means inserted in the regular 
Indian appropriation billa provision for paying 
the interest for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1853, 
upon the amounts awarded to the Choctaw In- 
dians, was, that there was no proposition before 
the committee, when they reported the Indian 
bill, for the payment of the principal. That bill 


| was reported to the House early in January, I 


think, very long before the bill now under consid- 
eration was reported. This amendment, pro- 
posing to pay up the principal and stop the inter- 
est, now comes from the Senate. If we agree to 
and pass this amendment, why, as a matter of 
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course, when we come to the Indian bill, the ap- 
oa therein, which has been referred to 

y the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hunter} must 
be striken out. I do not see the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. WitutaMs,] who told me yester- 
day that he had an amendment which he denleel 
to propose to this amendment of the Senate. I 
wil oan a vote upon the amendment proposed by 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out from the amendment offered by the committee, 
the sum of $872,000, and'I do it for the purpose 
of stating one or two reasons why I shall support 
the amendment. By our treaty with the Choctaw 
Indians, we owe them $872,000. Upon that 
amount we are, and have been, paying interest at 
the rate of five per cent. from the time the stock 
became due, to them, under the treaty, down to 
the present time; and we must continue to pay 
that interest until this amount of principal is oil 
which of course will.at some time have to be paid. 
My rule is, that it is always best, in public as well 
as in private affairs, to pay our debts when we 
have the money, and thus stop the interest. As 
we must at some time pay this debt, and as we 
have as much money in the Treasury now as we 

rrobably will have at any future time, and this 
isle one of the debts which we have a right to 
pay without paying premium upon it, I think it 
is a sound policy to make this appropriation, and 
thereby liquidate the debt, and stop the interest. 

I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to offer an amend 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Allow me to say to thegen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wituiams,} that I 
only ask now that the amendment proposed by the 
committee shall be voted upon, and then the 
amendment will be open to amendment. 

Mr. JONES. I withdraw my motion to amend. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not know what the 
amendment of the committee is. I want to make 
a statement in regard to this matter. Perhaps | 
do not understand it, but] think Ido. This pro- 
vision, Mr. Chairman, passed by the Senate, pro 
vides for the payment of $872,000, under the four- 
teenth article of the treaty of 1832, with the Choc- 
taw Indians. That treaty provides that the first 
payment of $872,000 was to be paid previous to 
the removal of the Indians west of the Mississippi 
river. The last $872,000 was not to be paid until 
after they should haveemigrated west of that river. 

According to the report of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, there are some eleven hundred 
Choctaw Indians not yet removed west. If this 
amendment should pass, and this money be appro- 
priated, it would be a virtual violation of the treaty, 
and it does not accomplish the object that was de- 
signed in appropriating the $872,000, for the eleven 
hundred iaalens remain unremoved to the west of 
the Mississippi. 

In addition to that, this money is not asked for 
by the Choctaw nation; and I desire to offer an 
amendment, which I will now have read, and which 
will explain very fully my object. 1 desire the 
Clerk to read the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to have a vote 
taken upon the amendment, and then let my friend 
from Tennessee [Mr. Wittiams] offer his amend- 
ment. Let the vote be taken, so that we may be 
able to make progress in this matter. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to have the amend- 
ment read. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentieman cag have his 
amendment read for information, during the five 

minutes to Which he is entitled. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thegentleman has no ground 
for making a five minutes speech. I do not want 
to be captious; but, on the contrary, want to hear 
him; but let us proceed in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I withdraw my amendment 
for the present. 

The question was thengaken on the amendment 
proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means; 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I offer, as an amendment 
to the amendment as it now stands, what I send 
to the Clerk’s table. 

The proposed amendment was read, as follows: 

Provided further, That said amount of #872,000 sha 
not be paid until after the entire removal of the Indians 
west of the Mississippi, and then to such only as signify 
their desire, through the Choctaw agent, to have the same 


paid, and that the amount due to orphans shall not bé paid 
until they arrive at the age of twenty-one years. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. It will be perctived by the 
committee that the simple object | have in view in 
proposing that amendment is, that the treaty stip- 
ulation shall be complied with, before any of this 
money, under the act appropriating it, shall be 
paid—to wit, that the indians shall be removed 
west of the Mississippi river. It is understood 
that the Choctaw nation is asking, through her 
delegation here, that this money should be paid; 
hence | provide, whenever the persons having a 
right to claim under the treaty, desire the pay- 
ment, they shall make known that fact, and sig- 
nify to the agent their desire to have it paid; and, 
lastly, that to those who are under age, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, the guardian for the 
Indians, shall not pay the money until they arrive 
at the age of twenty-one years. But the interest 
that accrues upon it is properly and justly due to 
the minor Indians. 

By adopting this amendment, sir, the appropri- 
ation of $43,000, in the Indiar appropriation bill, 
with a slight modification, will be proper to pass. 
But if that amend ment is rejected, and the $872,000 
under the treaty is ordered peremptorily to be 
paid, of course the $43,000 in that Indian bill, 
with interest until June 30, 1853, should be strick+ 
en out. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ofcourse that will be strick- 
en out, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. As many of the Choctaw 
Indians as have removed west of the Mississippi 
river can, by making it known, receive their 
money, under the provisions of this bill; but is it 


proper that this $872,000 shall be appropriated | 


in this side-bar manner, without examination, 
without investigation, and without a compliance 
upon the part of the Indians, with the treaty stip- 
ulations? Why this hot haste to pay a debt that 
we owe? Fave the terms of the treaty been com- 
plied with? Notatall. If they have been com- 
phed with, then I insist that this Government be- 
ing the guardian of the minor Indians, would be 
violating their duty in paying this money into the 
hands of irresponsible persons, thus to be wasted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs is not here, but he feels a 
great interest in having this amendment agreed to 


|| ment is not adopted? None whatever. 


substantially, as itis now, after being amended by | 


the adoption of the amendment recommended by 
the Committee on Ways and Means. I do not 


myself think the question is free from embarrass- | 


ment, but there are difficulties in taking either 
course. 

In the first place, this amountof money proceeds 
from one half of the land scrip which was due to 
the Choctaw Indians upon their removal west. 
With a view to secure their removal, the Govern- 


ment agreed to give them a certain amount of land. | 


The land they did not get, and the Government 
then agreed to give them scrip at the rate of $1 25 
veracre, That the Government did. Qne half 
of the scrip was deliverable to them at their old 
home, and the other half when they should have 
removed to their new homes west of the Missis- 
sippi. The half of the scrip, which they have al- 


ready received, has been expended, and is gone. || 


Most of the Indians have removed, in pursuance 
of the terms of the treaty, west of the Mississippi 
river. There still remain, as remarked by the 
gentieman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wiiiiams,| some 
gen or eleven hundred, in the State of Missis- 
sippi. 

The proposition now is to pay to these Indians 
the money for this scrip, and let them use it as 
they please. The gentleman is mistaken in the 
view he presents, that this provision requires that 
the nation, in its national authority, shall give its 
assent to the payment of the money, before itshall 
be paid. 

I think this money should be paid, and the in- 
terest be stopped. I do not, however, speak of 
this matter merely in a pecuniary point of view. 
Whatever is fair, and proper, and right, I wish to 
do. The greatest numer of acres ever given to 
any one Indian, was a half section, three hundred 
and twenty acres, which, when land scrip was 
substituted therefor, amounted to but $400. Oth- 
ers received various amounts, from $400 down to 
$200, and some, I believe, less. These amounts 
were due'to the heads of families. In very many 
éases, probably hundreds, the heads of families 
have died, leaving heirs, some of age-and some 
noi of age, and now the amount of interest going 
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| from a dollar and a quarter to two dollars per head 

| to those who are entitled. That amount is not 

| worth coming here for, it isnot worth sending for, 
and it is not worth going to an agent to collect. 

Mr. HUNTER, (interrupting.) - 1 wish to ask 
the gentleman if it is not expressly provided by 
the terms of the treaty, that the money shall not 
be paid until all the Indians are removed ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The terms of the treaty are 
that it shall be paid after the Indians shall have 
removed west. There are some who have not 
gone west. That is the difficulty jn the way. 


Buse the Government of the United States, if it | 


finds that it will be for the benefit of the Indians 
to do so, may release that provision of the treaty. 
‘T'he operation of the provisions of this treaty 
seems to be becoming vexatious, because it re- 
quires the agent to pay to so many, and in such 
small sums, and to i 

| oftentimes requiring proof. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, (interrupting.) What is 
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1e heirs of particular Indians, | 


the amount as proposed to be distributed by the | 


Senate amendment? 
| Mr.HOUSTON. Eight hundred and seventy- 
two thousand dollars. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. That is not a very small 
sum. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The very largest amount 
| that goes to any one [ndian, under that provision 
of the treaty relating to this scrip, is $400, and if 
an Indian dies who is entitled to that amount, 
| leaving half a dozen children, the interest on that 
$400, which, at five per cent., is twenty dollars, is 
to be distributed among all those children. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to state, simply, 
| that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs has asked 
for $75,000 to remove these Indians. 
ducement will they have to go west if this amend- 
1 ask for 
tellers upon the adoption of the amendment. 
| Mr. HOWARD. That amendment will defeat 
the whole subject of the Senate amendment. 


and they were not ordered. 


What in- | 


A division was taken on the demand for tellers, | 


The question was then taken on the adoption of | 


| the amendment offered by M 
there were, on a division—aye 


| quorum voting. 


Mr. CLINGMAN.” I demand tellers. 


WituiaMs, and 


27, noes 79; no | 


The CHAIRMAN. By unanimous consent of | 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. CHANDLER 


| and Harris of Tennessee, were appointed. 

| The question was again put on the amendment, 
| and it was not adopted, the tellers having reported 
| —ayes 44, noes 82. ° 

| The question then recurred on the amendment 
| of the Senate, as amended; which was adopted. 


| The fourteenth amendment of the Senate was | 


read, viz: 


| - . 

| ‘Strike out the following: 

| §* For compensation to three special agents and four in- 
} 





, sur 8, 
overthem. The relations between this Gove 

ment, the State of Texas, and the Indi - 
within that State, are very complicated 
satisfactory; and those relations, 
be improved until this Government removes those 


aD tnbeg 
and un- 
I fear, can never 


tribes, and puts them in its own territory, and j 

; ape : ay in 
that way avoid conflicting claims of jurisdictic 
between that State and the Federal Government 
Questions of jurisdiction, as well as other per. 
plexing questions, present themselves in our man. 
agement of those tribes, and always will, unless 
we withdraw them from the jurisdiction of th») 
State. This appropriation, is intended to accom. 
plish that object, and the Committee on Ways and 
Means thought it best to strike out those words 
which restricted the appropriation to the particula: 
tribes specified in the Senate’s amendment, so that 
it might apply to all the tribes in that State, tha 
we might free ourselves from the perplexity and 
trouble so often growing out of our Indian rela. 
tions in that State, and at the same time stop, at 
least to some extent, an unnecessary expense, and 
save our frontier citizens from frequent outrages 
and depredations upon their persons as well as 
their property. 

Mr. FITCH. [do not know that there is any 
real objection to the amendment of the Senate, as 
modified by the Committee on Ways and Means 
unless there be an actual deficiency for the pa i 
ment of certain officers in Texas, as provided in 
the original House bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The House originally appro- 
priated, in the bill which they sent to the Senate, 
$15,000, for the purpose of paying special agents in 
‘Texas. Ten thousand dollars were added on the 
motion, I believe, of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Brooks,] or of the gentleman from 
| Indiana, (Mr. Fircu,} intended to enable the proper 
| Department to negotiate with those tribes of [n- 

dians for their removal from that State, and in that 
way the appropriation was increased to $25,000. 
After the bill had passed this House, it was ascer- 
tained that the Indian Department had committed 
an error in estimating $15,000 for special agents in 
' ‘Texas, that sum having been appropriated in the 
civil and diplomatic bill, and not in the regular 
Indian bill. It is true, however, that the appro- 
priation was made for special agents in Texas, for 
the year ending 30th June, 1852, and it is also true 
that there is no deficiency wanted for that object, 
_and that the item was properly stricken from the 
bill. I presume the reason why the error was 
committed by the Indian Office, is because the ap- 
propriation was made by the last Congress in the 
wrong bill. 

Mr. FITCH. That explanation is entirely sat- 
isfactory. 

The question was put on the amendment of Mr. 
Hovsron, and it was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 


|| the amendment of the Senate as amended; which 


terpreters for the Indian tribes of Texas, and for the pur- | 


chase of presents, and to negotiate with said Indians, under 
| instructions frog the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for 
their removal fi 
| pied territory of the United States, $25,000.” 


** And insert in lieu thereof the following, viz: 


| For the purchase of presents, and to negotiate, under in- 
| structions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the In- 
| dians in Texas, who have intruded themselves into that 
State from the territories of the United States, for their re- 
moval from that State, $25,000. ”° 


Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate. 
attention of the House to it. 


| 
| 


I move to strike 


out of the amendment, from the word ‘* who,”’ in || 


m that State to some designated unoccu- | 


I ask the | 


the third line, to the word ‘* States,’’in the fourth | 


line inclusive, so that the Senate’s amendment, if |, 


amended, will read: 


For the purchase of presents, and to negotiate, under in- 
structions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the In- 
dians in Texas, for their removal from that State, $25,000. 


The object of the Committee on Ways and 


be apparent. This amount of money was intended | 


by the House to embrace also another object, 
which the Senate has thought proper to strike out 
of the bill. That body considered this sum ne- 
cessary for the purpose of removing the Indians 
from the State of 


} 
Means in moving to strike out these words must | 


exas, if they can be induced || 


was agreed to. 

The fifteenth amendment of the Senate was 
agreed to, viz: 

‘Insert in page 9, after the clause appropriating 317,000 
for continuing the collection of statistics and other inform- 
ation, authorized by the act of 3d March, 1847, the following 
proviso : 

* Provided, That the work shall be completed in five vol- 
/ umes, and at least one volume shall be published in each 

year until the whole Series of five volumes shall be finished.” 


The sixteentheamendment of the Senate was 
agreed to, viz:. 
‘Tn page 10, line 226, strike out the word ‘ Indians,’ and 
insert ‘ Indiana’ in lieu thereof.” 
The seventeenth amendment of the Senate was 
read, as follows: 


** Page 12, after line 275, insert: 

‘¢ For the reappropriation of $10,000 for the redemption 
of outstanding loan-office and final-settlement certificates, 
this being a portion of the sum of $37,589 59 heretofore ap- 
propriated for that purpose, and carried to the surplus fund 
on the 3ist day of December, 1843: Provided, That here- 
after all claims on account of such Joan-office and final set- 

| tlement certificates, unless presented at the Treasury of the 
United States within two years from the passage of this act, 
|, shall be considered as barred, and not thereafter payable.” 


Mr. HOUSTON. The ©:.0ittee on Ways 
and Means recommend the agopiicn of an amend- 
| ment to that amendment, to strike out all after the 
|| word ** the’? in the first line. The $10,000 appro- 
|| priation there made is for opens of redeem- 
|| ing these oman loan-office and final-settle- 
ment certificates. The Committee on Ways and 





to remove at all, to some place where the Govern- ! Means called on the proper Department, and as- 
to them under the treaty, in very many cases, is |} ment of the United States can have proper control 


| certained the amount that was presented for pay- 
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ment. They now propose, in lieu of what is 
moved to be stricken out, the actual amount that is 
before the Treasury Department for payment. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Strike out all after the word “the,” in the first line of 
the Senate’s amendment, and in lieu thereof, to insert the 
Oe aenaieds of outstanding loan-office and final-settle- 
ment certificate, dated September 9th, 1779, countersignéd 
by Nathaniel Appleton, commissioner ot Massachusetts 
Bay, issued for $200, specie value $10 78-19, 357 72.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I think 
there must be some great mistake about this bus- 
iness. For the last several years the committee 
in this House have reported bills retransferring 
and reappropriating the sum of $24,500 for the 
objects specified in this clause of the bill. Now, 
sir, there are certainly $20,000 or $30,000 out- 
standing, and if the Department have reported no 
more than the amount mentioned, it 18 because 
they did not know where to look for it. I have 
had sent to me, within a week, an unpaid certifi- 
cate for £4,000 currency, which is outstanding. | 
have itat home. I did notbringitdown. Now, 
sir, there are more than $24,000 of loan-office cer- 
tificates still unpaid, in my judgment the most 
meritorious class of claims. ‘The only reason they | 
have not been paid is because this fund has not 
been sufficient. ‘The committee knows perfectly 
well what these loan-officggeertificates were given 
for. In the time of the ReWlution, when the Gov- 
ernment was without money, individuals were 
called upon to furnish provisions, material for 
cannon and the various munitions of war, and cer- 
tificates were given for the payment of them. 
Many of those certificates have been settled. Many 
of them have been paid, but there are still out- 
standing between $20,000 and $30,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman whether the certificate, to which he re- 
fers, is of this particular description? 

Mr. STEVENS. It is of this particular de- | 
scription, and given to Curtis Grubb & Co., for | 
furnishing cannon during the time of the Revolu- 
tionary war. I havea copy of it settled on the 
books. The only difficulty was, there was no ap- 
propriation to pay it. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is under a 
very great mistake. I have here the letter from | 
the accounting officer on that subject. There is 
but this one certificate, and the Committee on 
Ways and Means concluded, I believe unani- 
mously with the Department, that these claims 
ought to be paid. No member of the committee 
hesitated about that; but we objected to the ap- 
propriation, or reappropriation, of $10,000, to let | 
it run on for twenty years, as it has been doing 
before. There has been no certificate turned off | 
for the want of appropriation—not a solitary | 
one—and this is the only one left. 

Mr. STEVENS. Let me explain. The rea- 
son why the certificate I have referred to has not 
been paid before that appropriation ran out, was, 
that it was lost, and could not be accounted for. | 
It has been lately found, and sent on to me. l| 

Mr. HOUSTON. In 1843 there were $37,589 59 | 


standing to the erédit of these outstanding loan-of- || 
fice certificates. Year upon year it was standing 
there, and in 1843, no certificates being presented, 
it was carried to the surplus fund. Now, instead | 
of appropriating the gross amount, the committee | 
believed it was the best way*to appropriate for 
each claim as it came up. This was the only 
claim presented to the Department. The letter | 
from the Department furnishes the calculation, 
and recommends the appropriation of $57 72 cents. | 
There are a large number of claims outstanding, 
as shown by the books of the Department. The | 
gentleman is right there; but there are many of 
them, probably four fifths, that will never be pre- | 
sented, 
The question was put on the amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. Houston, and it was agreed to. 
The question then recurring on the amendment || 
of the Senate as amended, it was adopted. i| 
The eighteenth amendment, to insert at the end || 
of the clause in page 13, appropriating $1,500 for ] 
the payment of Messrs. Babcock, Wilkinson, and || 
Holcombe, for revising the laws of the Legislative | 
Assembly of Minnesota, was read, as follows: || 


“© Provided, That hereafter no expenses incurred by a 
Territorial Legislature shall be paid out of the Treasury of | 
the United States, unless previously sanctioned by law.’’ 


= 


| 
Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is attached || 
by the Senate to a provision in the House bill |) gentleman is in order? 


making appropriations for codifying the laws of 
Minnesota, and for several other things not pre- 
viously authorized by law. The restriction of 
the Senate, | think, is right. 

Mr. MEADE, This strikes me as a very ex- 
traordinary amendment. 

TheCHAIRMAN, Unless the gentleman sub- 
mits an amendment, his remarkg are not in order. 

Mr. MEADE. My purpose in rising is to ask 
of the chairman of the Committee 6n Ways and 
Means what necessity there is for provision by 
law that no money shail be taken out of the Treas- 
ury contrary to law? Before he answers that 
question, I would suggest to the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means that his position 
is unfavorable to be heard by the House. I have 
been endeavoring to listen to his explanations, 
but he carries on a colloquy with those around 
him, and I cannot hear. I would wish the gen- 
tleman to get some other seat; for he is familiar 
with all these things, and I should like to hear the 
explanations of the chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, as to the necessity of providing 
by law that that shall not be done which is con- 
trary to law. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


The necessity of this amend- 


ment proceeds from the fact that the Territorial | 


Legislatures have been in the habit of incurring 
expenses and liabilities without authority of law; 
and | illustrated it by referring to the case in this 
bill. We appropriated, as the committee will re- 
member, $1,500 to pay three attorneys in Min- 
nesota for codifying the laws of that Territory. 
We appropriated other moneys to meet liabilities 


| which the Territory of Minnesota have incurred 
before the money was asked for, or any law passed | 


authorizing or justifying it. Now it is intended 
to pat a stop to all that sort of expenditure, and 


| that way of incurring liability, which will appeal 


to this Government and Congress in a way that 
Congress has never been known to resist—for they 
come here and say that they have already ex- 
pended $1,500, and already incurred the liability. 
They have employed two attorneys to codify the 
laws, and have incurred a liability in various other 
things; and we are not able to resist an appeal 
from the Territ6rial Deiegate for the appropriation 
of funds under such circumstances. ‘This provis- 
ion is intended to say to the Territories, that un- 
less Congress passes a law authorizing particular 
expenditures to be made, they shall not incur that 
liability. 

Mr. MEADE. I will ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means whether there 
has been any money paid out of the Treasury 
contrary to law, or not previously sanctioned by 
law, for these expenditures? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman misappre- 
hends the amendment. The amendment says, 
*« that no expense incurred by the Territorial Le- 


by cae shall be paid out of the Treasury of the 


‘ United States unless previously sanctioned by 


‘law.’’ This is not intended to apply to the pay- 


|| ment of money out of the Treasury, but to the in- 
|| curring of expense on the part of the Territorial 


Legislatures. ‘The words are not very fitly used. 

Mr. MEADE. It seems to me that the amend- 
ment does not reach the case. If no money has 
been paid out of the Treasury in consequence of 
these liabilities incurred by Territorial Legislatures, 
then here is a corrective to an evil which does not 
exist. The evil | understand to be, that a Terri- 
torial Legislature goes on and incurs liabilities with- 
out having previously an appropriation made to 
meet them. If this is the evil to be remedied, that 
amendment should be changed in phraseology, so 
as to inhibit the Legislatures of ‘Territories incur- 


| ring such expenses. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will permit me, I will read what is now the law— 


| a proviso to the act of 1842—and to which it ap- 
_ pears the Territorial Legislatures pay no regard. It 


reads as follows: 


“Provided further, That the Legislative Assembly of no 
Territory shail hereafter, in any instance or under any pre- 
tense whatever, exceed the amount appropriated by Con- 
gress for its annual expenses.”’ 


Their disregard of this has made it hecéssary, 
in the opinion of the Senate, to reénact something 
of the same sort, and to put them in mind that 
shere is such a law in force. 

Mr. MEADE. Then I presume 

Mr. CARTTER. I will inquire whether the 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is in order, if the Chair understood him cor- 
rectly—if he made a motion to swike out this 
amendment. 

Mr. MEADE. That is my motion. Itseems 
to me that, by the general courtesy of the ilouse, 
when we are trying to get the whole House into 
correct legislation upon any subject, a little con- 
sumption of time ought not to be objected to by 
members who are desirous of passing proper laws. 

It is proposed, then, to reénact the law of 1842, 
which has been read by my worthy friend over 
the way, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee.) And what 
is the necessity of it? It ay,pears to me to be tri- 
fling with the wisdom of the country, that we 
should ever pass a law which is commonly disre- 


| garded, according to the statement of the chair- 


man of the Committee on Ways and Means. It 
seems to me, that the only corfective is to refuse 
to pay the money. This declaration, that we wiil 
not pay will not be heeded so long as we do pay. 
This amendment is only a reénactment of the law 
of 1842. : 

Mr. SIBLEY. Is it in order to movean amend- 
ment to this amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 submit the ques- 
tion to the Chair, whether the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to strike out the whole 
amendment, is itself in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. If that question had been 
raised, the Chair would have decided that it was 
not in orde®. 

Mr. JONES. Then it is not too late. 
that question now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must decide, 
then, that the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is out of order. 

Mr. JONES. I presume, then, that the gentle- 
man from. Minnesota [Mr. Sister] can offer his 
amendment? 

Mr. SIBLEY. I move to strike out of the pro- 
viso the words * unless previously sanctioned by 
law.’’ I do this for the purpose of saying a few 
words upon the subject before the committee. I 
am opposed to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Meape.} It is true there is 
a provision in the law of 1842, prohibiting the 
authorities of the several Territories from exceed- 


I make 


+ ing the amount appropriated by Congress for the 


support of the government therein. But, Mr. 
Chairman, that law was passed before the organi- 
zation of any of the Territories now in existence, 
and it is highly desirable that it should be brought 
forward for the information of all concerned, as 
the renewed expression of a determination to re- 
strict the Legislative Assemblies in the Territories 
within the limits prescribed in the annual appro- 
priations made by Congress. In my opinion, the 
Senate clause should be retained as a standing ad- 
monition to the territorial authorities. 

But inasmuch as that clause has been appended 
to the section in the deficiency biil, making pro- 
vision for the payment of certain liabilities which 
had. been incurred by the Legislature of Minne- 
sota in advance of an approprigtion, and the re- 
marks of gentlemen who have preceded me would 
seem to intimate that there was something very 
censurable in that body for so doing, I beg leave 
to state, that each and every item provided for 
was introduced and pressed through this House 
and the Senate by me, with a full conviction that 
it was right and proper in itself, and ought to be 
paid. The Legislative Assembly did not. desire 
to exceed the amount appropriated, but necessity 
prompted that body to anticipate the action of 
Congress, in appointing a commission to prepare 


| a code of laws, in making arrangements to meet 


the expenses of printing and binding the volume 
for circulation among the people, and in providing 
for the payment of certain individuals who had 
performed valuable services more or less directly 
connected therewith. This was the exigency that 
justified the territorial authorities in the seeming 
disregard of the prohibitions of the law of 1842. 
The Legislature would not have asked, nor would 
I have been the medium of preferring a request 
that Congress should sanction, by its action, any 
anticipation of its usual appropriations, not ren- 
dered indispensable by the circumstances of the 
ease. Admitting that the clause passed by the 
Senate is but a reiteration of an existing law, as 
contended by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Meaps,] there can no harm arise from such a 
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repetition. The Territorial Assemblits will have | the Senate. An account has been rendered show- | 
their attention, directed particularly to it as their | 


ing how that money has been expended. I will | 


futuré rule of action; and for my own part, I am || read it: 


not anxious to have the responsibility thrown | Memorandum, showing, under generol heads, how the ap- | 


upon me of bringing forward hereafter any claims 
for liquidation which may have arisen from the 


action of the Legislature of my own Territory, in || 
exceeding the amount appropriated by Congress. | 
I have found that hill very difficult to climb, and | 
although | have happily reached the top in this | 


particular case, the difficulties in the path are of 
too formidable a character to invite a second trial. 
l repeat the expression of my desire, that the 
Senate clause may be retained. I withdraw my 
amendment with the consent of the committee. 


Mr. MEADE. It seems to me, then, shat this 
amendment only proposes to intimate, in a very | 
kind manner, to the Territorial Legislatures, that |, 


they have sinned’ heretofore, and being forgiven, 
they must not sinany more. That is just about 
the amount of it; and it seems to me that we are 
acting very childishly to employ our time here in 
such legislation as this. But it is said that it is 
only an admonition. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, whether 
that admonition has not been already given, and 
why should it be repeated ? If we have already 
said to the Territorial Legislatures, that though 
we will pay you this time, yet we will not do so 
any more, why keep on repeating that admoni- 
hon sr 

Mr. SIBLEY. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will state that no ease has aris@én thus far, 


which has required anything like a reprimand from | 


Congress. “hese appropriations were right in 


thanselves, but there was no authority or power 


on the part of the accounting officers to allow 
them. 

Mr. MEADE. Suppose a like case should 
arise hereafter ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will say again—and the gentleman from Vir- 
rinia knows this as well as any other member— 


that Congress has been always remarkably indul- | 


sent, and very liberal to the Territories. A very 
joose principle has therefore grown up, and there 
has been a disregard somewhat of the proviso in 


the law read by the gentleman from Tennessee, | 


{[Mr. Jones.] It becomes necessary, consequent- 
ly, in the opinion of the Delegates themselves, that 
the Territorial Legislatures should be directed on 
the subject in some pointed manner, so as to show 
to them that they must not disregard existing laws 
hereafter, under no circumstances. I would like 
to know what harm the reénactment of such a 
provision can do? 

Mr. MEADE. lt seems to me that the best ad- 
monition to a Territorial Legislature would be 
through the Executive Department, and not by the 
reénactmentofalaw. Thegentleman from Alabama 
says that we have been remarkably generous and 
liberal towards Territorial Legislatures under par- 
ticular circumstances, Suppose the same circum- 
stances were to occur again, and the same neces- 
sity should exist for these appropriations by this 
Territory, wouldewe not be as ready to forgive | 
that Legisiature as we are now in the particular 
instance cited by the gentleman from Minnesota, 
(Mr. Sistey?} Surely this thing must be done by 
the Executive of the country. It is an act of super- 
erogation. It is inserting a provision in your code | 
without an object before it, and there is no way 
of executing it at all. But these things must be 
trusted to the Executive officers of the Govern- 
ment, and not to the legislative department. 

Mr. SIBILLEY. I withdraw my amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- | 
ment of the Senate was disagreed to. 

The nineteenth amendment of the Senate, next 
in order, was stated by the the Chair to be the 
following, viz: 

« Insert on page 13th, after line 289, ‘for contingent ex- 


~— as 


penses of the Senate, $137,775. 
yr . 1 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | 
on Ways and Means, I believe, recommend a | 
non-concurrence in this amendment. Before that ! 


question is taken, though, I’move to amend the || 


proposition by striking out $137,775, and inserting 
$133,208 68. I will submit the facts of this case, 
so that each gentleman in the House, with the 

facts before him, may vote as he thinks proper. | 
It will be recollected by reference to the last civil | 
and diplomatic eee bill, that $150,000 | 
were appropriated for the contingent expensés of | 





propriation for the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1852, have been ez 
pended. 


LE ES Gas 5 clues ones ddars ehaledne ...#25,673 12 
CV 1 i. 48 50s Seba usual $6,235 42 
09: ERD. FF ed's son extra documents 10,667 7 
treme. 17.000 46 
** Lithographing .......+.++++++ nied egatitina 30,515 .97 
oP ED Soamw tn 600.090 bs 0tensceeeces ode 11,279 00 


** Congressional Globe, and other hooks ..... 
“* Clerks—to President pro tempore, commit 
tees—draftsman, messengers, pages, fold 


17,264 39 


ers, police, horses and carryalis......... 23,230 73 
** Reporting aad publishing proceedings and 

SONS Fe en a ee 0 ode bs ce ee sd cbeces 8,502 O08 
‘“« Expenses of L. Kossuth... ......c0c0scee0. 4,566 32 
* Fuel, newspapers, furniture, advertising, 

upholstering, and all other expenses..... 11,065 20 


$150,000 00 

The Senators, no doubt correctly, say that the 
expenditure of their contingent fund is a matter 
with which the House has nothing to do. I know 
that they are responsible for it, but if | know how 
it is spent—the items which compose this $287,775 
of contingencies in one year for the Senate, I hold 
myself as much responsible for that expenditure 
as those who voted it out of that fund, after they 
had received it through the appropriation bill, into 
the hands of their Secretary. 

Now, sir, here is a bill paid to the Messrs. 
Brown, hotel-keepers of this city, for Louis Kos- 
suth and his suite, of $4,566 32. Forthat, I never 
intend knowingly to vote, directly or indirectly. 

Several Voices. ‘* Read the items.”’ 

Mr. JONES. The items are as follow: 

To Board for Governor Kossuth and suite, having ten par 
lors and twenty-two chambers, thirteen and a half 
days—twent y-three persons........ . - 3,588 00 

SUNDRIES— 

Champagne, sherry, madeira, cigars, lemonade, 
bar-bill, washing, medicines, post office 
stainps, porterage and messengers, hack-hire 
paid at different times, telegraphs, sugar, 
brandy, and whiskey in room, porter and ale, 
envelopes, barbar’s bill—amountinginallto,. 658 82 

Bill for carriages engaged for Governor gud suite.. 319 50 


84,566 32 


That is a bill for twenty-three persons during 
thirteen and a half days, amounting, | believe, to 
some $14 per day for each person. 

Then, sir, | have here a bill furnished by the 
keepers of the National Hotel, at which Kossuth 
and his suite stopped on their return here from the 
South, when they were upon their own expenses. 
I believe there were then six persons; they stopped 
at the National Hotel about four days, and their 
bill was $74, being $3 08 per day for each person, 
when they were paving their own-expenses, and 
something over $14 per day for each person when 
this Government was paying their expenses. 

These are the facts, and some of the reasons, 
why this appropriation is asked for by the Secre- 
tary of the Senate. It is true, as I said before, 
that they are responsible for the manner in which 
this money has been expended, but—— 

Mr. FREEMAN. Has the money been paid? 

Mr. JONES. It has been paid out of the 
$150,000 appropriated in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill of last year. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Then how are you to get 
it back? 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CARTTER. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment. I think that the smallest work that this 
committee can engage in is to be hunting up the 
details of a bar bill. It is digging the smallest 
potatoes that this committee has ever been engaged 
in. [(Laughter.] If the principles promulged by 
Louis Kossuth in the United States, and the 
hatred generated by the promulgation of those 


| principles, cannot be contested in a more manly 


manner than by crawling around bar-rooms to 
es up wine bills, for the purpose of doing it, we 
had better let it alone. 

Mr. JONES. Did the gentleman say that I had 
been crawling round bar-rooms? 

Mr. CARTTER. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. JONES. I wishto ask the gentleman one 
question; would he vote to pay the bill ? = 

Mr. CARTTER. I would vote to pay that bill 
if it was four times the amount it ought to be, and 
never disgrace this body by acavil about it. That 
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answer will be understood. We ought not to de 
scend to it. 

Sir, Louis Kossuth came here as the guest ,; 
the Senate. So far as this bill is “concerned, }, 
was under the supervision of a committee of tha: 
body—not dealing himself with these inn-keepery 
but through. the committee that the Senate had 
appointed for that purpose. This attempt to dij. 
grace him, or the great and eternal principles which 
lie behind his mission, by serutmizing his bj}, 
for brandy and ale, is surfking too low, it appears 
to me, for the National Legislature. 

Sir, I hope that the agendment will be agree, 
to, and for no other reason—if there is no other 
than that this body may vindicate its manhood 
by refusing to descend to the details of a bill tha, 
has none been foreclosed by the action of the 
Senate, and that was incurred under the manage. 
ment of a committee of the Senate. The bill has 
been paid, and it can be revived here for no othe 
purpose than as an attempt to play upon the low 
prejudices of the ignorant, in reference to the prin. 
ciples that Kossuth—pleasantly to some, and un- 
pleasantly to others—has aided in sowing broad. 
cast over this continent—thank God for it! 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones’; 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon agreeing to 
the amendment of thg Senate. 7 

Mr. HOUSTON. have just received a bil! 
from the Senate, and I have had no time to con- 
fer either with the Secretary of the Senate, or 
with the chairman of the Finance Committee of 
that body in relation to it. But it may be that 
this is the proper place to offer an amendment 
for its payment, and I will, therefore, submit it 
to the House, and leave the House to dispos: 
of it as it pleases. I move to insert after the 
word *dollar,’’ in the third line of the amend 
ment, the following, ‘‘ and also forty-four thou- 
sand and thirty-seven dollars and twenty-two 
cents, for the payment and mileage of Senators for 
the Thirty-second Congress.”’ 

I will now send to the Clerk’s desk, to be read, 


| a statement by the Secretary of the Senate of the 


amount required, and so forth. 
The Clerk read the statement, as follows: 
Orrice Secrevary Senate U.S., July 8, 1852. 
Sir: I have the honor to state, that a further appropri 
ation is needed for the compensation of Senators, as wil! 
be seen in the following statement: 


The whole amount of mileage and per diem which ac 
crued at the late special session of the Senate was— 





Per diem si. 8s oven’ Wbedidecce $4,022 00 
Mileage. icowswcccscccves wae ¥ yee 48,044 80 
———_——- $52,066 80 
Of this there has been paid............. 0006 45,216 80 
EsOaVing UipOhhes 6065. ok WW ie dads daewien 6,850 00 
The amount appropriated for the present session 
WE co fainese shctente sn crs clone be $186,339 40 
And there has been paid............ 146,613 58 
Leaving to be paid............0.6 + edie 39,725 82 


To which is to be added, for mileage of Senators 
who have taken their seats during the present 
session, not estimated for, and of a Senator 





who may be appajnted from Kentucky..... - 7,500 40 
Making a total of...,........ Prop one cece 54,076 22 

From which is to be deducted the balance in the 
hands of the Secretary of the Senate.......... 10,039 00 


Leaving a deficiency to be supplied by 
further appropriation....... vig Wb'e 6bee.0 44,037 22 





This estimate is made up to the llth of August. .If the 
session sheuld continue beyond that time, a further ap 
propriation, at the rate of $504 per day, will be required for 
the Senate. 

The balance now in the hands of the Secretary may al! 
be called for within the course of a few days. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

ASBURY DICKINS, 
Secretary of the Senate. 
Hon. Georee S. Houston, 
Chairman Com. Ways and Means, H. R. 

Mr. HOUSTON (resuming.) At the last 
session of Congress, the estimate for the pay and 
mileage of Senators, for this session of Con- 
gress, was $186,339 40. The Senate have a 
balance of a former appropriation of $12,141 38 
The amount appropriated in the civil and diplo- 
matic bill of the last session of the Thirty-first 
Congress, was 419,040, making their available 
fund for the payment of their per diem and mileage 
$202,181 38, which would have been net only 
enough, but would have left a balance in the Treas- 


ury of some twenty or thirty thousand dollars, if 


it had not been for the special session of the Sen- 
ate at the close of the ae ear Many of the 
Senators, at that session, charged constructive 
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nileage, which this committee understand as well | 
3 1 do. If all the Senators should charge con- | 
structive mileage and Hye diem, it would amount to | 
$52,066 80. Some of the Senators, however, did | 
not claim constructive mileage, and of the appro- | 
priation which wag made at the last Congress for | 
the per diem and mileage of Senators for this ses- 
sion, the Secretary of the Senate has paid out for 
the constructive mileage and pay during the spe- | 
cial session, $45,216 80. The claim of Senators 
for constructive mileage, creates adeficiency in the 
amount of money appropriated at the last session 
of Congress for the payment of their per diem and 
mileage at this session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is one of the 
amendments for which I cannot vote. At the last 
session of Congress, in making an appropriation 
for the services of: the fiscal year ending the 30th 
day of June, 1852, there was appropriated in the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, $835,000 
for the per diem and mileage of Senators, Repre- 
sentatives, and Delegates, during that year, and 
extending up to some time in August. Of that 
$835,000, the Speaker of this House has drawn 


ES _—ai 


$645,000. The Secretary of the Senate has drawn 
$190,040. The Secretary of the Senate had in his 


possession twelve thousand and some odd dollars 
of the unexpended balance of the appropriation of 
the former year, making $20200, round num- 
bers, in his hands. e 

That amount, sir, would have been more than 
sufficient to have paid them up to this time, had 
not the mileage been estimated, and paid for the 
extra session commencing on the 4th of March, 
1851. As will be seen, the Senate adjourned at | 
twelve o’clock m. on the 4th of March, 1851, as 
those who were here well recollect; and immediate- 
ly, I presume, without going out of the Senate 
Chamber, reassembled, under a summons of the 
President of the United States, to transact Execu- 
tive business. They were in session ten days, and 
it will be seen from the estimates of the Secretary 
of the Senate, that the constructive mileage of that | 
session, was $48,044 80. They now ask for 
$44,000 as a deficiency up to the 11th, I believe, 
of August. If the constructive mileage had not 
been taken, they would havestill had a surplus of 
$4,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let me correct the gentle- 
man's facts. Some of the Senators were entitled to 
mileage. 

Mr. JONES. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
No new Senators came in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Some new Senators did come it. 
Mr. JONES. After the fact, that on the 3d of 
March, 1851, Congress passed, and the President 
approved, an act which expressl y prohibits theSen- 
ators from taking mileage at the Executive session, 
which shall be called on the 4th of March, 1853, 
and at each succeeding period of four years there- | 
after, to pass upon the appointments of the new 
President, then coming into office; it does seem 
te me that such action on the part of the Senators, 
in taking constructive mileage, was wrong, and 

therefore I cannot vote for the appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
adopting the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. Houston. |} 

Mr. ROBBINS. Let the amendment be read. 

The amendment was accordingly read, as above | 
inserted. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Is it in order to offer an 
amendment to that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the amendment to the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 

The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to. 

The amendment next in order (the twentieth) 
was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


** For the payment of James W. Hale, of the city of New 
York, in full, for discharging the duties of dispatch agent, 
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merely passed upon that part of the amendment 


} that it is put down as oneamendment, but we take | 


| amendment cannot be divided. 


from September, 1849, to June, 1850, inclusive, the sum of | 
#600.” 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Chairman, the next amendment in order is the one 
en page 21, ‘* To enable the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate to pay for the copies of the report of Doctor 
David Dale Owen, United States Geologist,”’ &c. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is a part of the 
amendment, which has just been adopted. 

Mr. JONES. We did not pass upon it. We 


I believe,, Mr. | 


| pose to amend it? 






ERE 


Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; | propose to strike it 
relating to the contingent expenses of the Senate. out altogether. {It was ordered that this docu- 
When that was read through, the gentleman from || ment should be printed, under the supervision of 
Alabama, (Mr. Hovston,] the chairman of the || the General Land Officé. ‘That was construed by 
committee, proposed his amendment. It is true | the Commissioner, and perhaps by the Secretary 

i} 


of the Senate—but I do not know how that is— 
it up by clauses. || that it authorized him to go and make a separate 
he CHAIRMAN. A vote on part of an || contract for the printing of this document, when, 
amendment could not be taken. || sir, the law provided that the printer to Congress 
Mr. JONES. But the Chair will not certainly || should do this work. There was no authority in 
decide that an amendment would be passed with- || the resolution, ordering it to be printed under the 
out reading it, and without a vote upon it? || supervision of the Commissioner of the General 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment may be |} Land Office, that he should have power to make 
read again, though the vote must be taken upon || a separate contract. The only object, | conceive, 
an amendment as a whole. || that was intended by directing it to be printed un- 
Mr. JONES. Cannot we call for a division of || der the superintendence of the Commissioner of 
anamendment? By turning to the rules you will | the General Land Office, was that he might have 
see that we havea right to. I call for a division || the correction of the proof sheets, and see that it 
of the amendment. 


| was properly and correctly printed. 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. The first The Committee on Ways and Means think it 
part of the amendment was read; and by general 


should be paid for, as other printing of Congress 
consent we can take up the amendment by a divis- || is, out of the contingent fund of the two Houses 
ion of it. 


The first item is to pay for the printing and 
Mr. JONES. Then I move to strike out that |} binding the Senate part of the document, and the 
part of the Senate amendment. 


| second for printing and binding the House part. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman should |} Mr. LOCKHART. Mr. Chairman, the amend- 
have done that before the vote was taken. ment now proposed to be stricken out of the bill 
Mr. JONES. The vote has not been taken, || under consideration is the appropriation necessary 
because the amendment has not been read to the || to pay the expenses of publishing the report of 
House. | Dr. David Dale Owen on the geology of Iowa, 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, that || Wisconsin, and Minnesota. Asa geologist Dr. 
the amendment may be now read as a whole; and |} Owen has but few equals—probably no superior 
ifthe House haslabored under an error, the amend- || in this or any other country. The work, sir, is 
ment can be reconsidered. | one of very greatmerit. As a literary production 
Mr. JONES. I ask the Chair to refer to the || it will take a very high rank; as a scientific work 
rule concerning a division of a question. | it will have no superior in that branch of science 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. 1 take an || To the artisan and others who may hereafter wish 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, that this || tosettle upon the great coal-fields or mineral lands 
| of the Mississippi valley, this report will be of 
TheCHAIRMAN. TheChair would suggest, || incalculable value. If I understand correctly the 
that the question upon which the gentleman from || objections which the honorable gentleman from 
Connecticut would take an appeal is not, at this || Tennessee [Mr. Jones] urges against this appro 
time, before the committee. The Clerk informs || priation, they are—first, that the Commissioner 
the Chair that, through inadvertence, the whole || of the General Land Office has exceeded his au- 
amendment was not read. The remainder of it || thority in procuring the work to be done by any 
will now be read. other than the public printer and binder; and sec 
Mr. JONES. I ask the Chair, if he has any || ondly, that if he had this authority, the publica- 
doubts about the propriety-of dividing the amend- || tion ought to be paid out of the contingent fund 
ment, to refer to the rule. | of each House. In answer to the first objection, 
The Clerk then read the remainder of the amend- || it will only be necessary to read the resolution of 
ment above referred to, as follows: | the Senate and House, to show that the Commis- 
“To enable the Secretary of the Senate to pay for the | sioner had ample and complete authority to do 
copies of the report of Dr. David Dale Owen, United States precisely as he has done. 





The Clerk will please 
Geologist, on the geology of [owa and Wisconsin, and || read the resolution of the Senate and then the res 
Minnesota Territory, heretofore ordered to be execute d for || olution of the House. 

the use of the Senate, under the special direction of the TI . 1 an folbwe- 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, $31,218 75: ley were read as follows: 

Provided, That no more than fifty cents a copy shall be paid “In SenaTe or THE Unirep Strares, } 

* March 13, 1851 


for the binding of the book. 
‘© Resolved, That the forthcoming report of Dr. David Dale 


“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to || 
pay for three thousand five hundred copies of the report of || Owen, United States Geologist, on the geology of lowa and 
Dr. David Dale Owen, on the geology of lowa, and Wis- || Wisconsin, and also the forthcoming report of Messrs, Fos 
consin, and Minnesota Territory, ordered by aresolution of || ter and Whitney, United States Geologists, in relation to 
the House of Representatives, to be executed under the || the iron region of Lake Superior, in Michigan, be ordered 
special direction of the Commissioner of the General Land || to be printed, together with the maps, diagrams, eketches 
Office, $16,187 50: Provided, That no ngpre than fifty cents || of scenery, and illustrations which will accompany the 
a copy shall be paid for the binding of the book. same respectively, and that the work be executed during 

‘¢For contingent expenses of the Library of Congress, the recess of Congress, under the special direction of the 
$800.’ | Commissioner of the General Land Office, in time to be 

? | presented to Congress at an early day of the next session.”’ 

Mr. JONES. Iask for a separate vote upon || ! sft 
the last part of the amendment, the one which has || 
just been read. : *‘Resolved, That there be printed for the use of this House 

The CHAIRMAN. What rule did the gentle- || three thousand five hundred copies of the final report of 
man refer to? Doctor D. D. Owen, on the geology of Wisconsin, fowa, 


. e - i and Minnesota, and that such be executed in the same 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I suggest to || form and style, and under the same special contract which 


the gentleman from Tennessee, |Mr. Jones,] that || has been authorized by the Senate, to be entered into by 
it is in his power to move to strike out any part || the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and that five 
of the amendment which he wishes to vote upon. || hundred copies be set apart for the disposal of said office.”’ 
Mr. JONES. TheruleI referred to is the 53d. These resolutions show in the most clear and 
It is as follows: | unequivocal manner that the Commissioner has 
**Any member may call for a division of a question, || 0) yee ~ ety The Senate resolu- 
which shall be divided, if it comprehends propositions in || tion, it will be observed, required the Commis- 
substance so distinct that, one being taken away, a sub- || sioner to have the work executed in time to be 
stantive proposition shall remain for the decision of the || presented to Congress at an early day of the ses- 
House.” | sion of the present Congress. It was well known 
| to Congress, and to the Commissioner, that the 
The propositions are separate and distinct, and || public printer could not dé this work if he would, 
have no connection with each other whatever. || so it is idle to say that the public printer should 
The first branch of the amendment has been voted | have been employed. 
upon, and concurred in, and the other branches || As to the second objection, I have onl¥ to say, 
must be considered. \| that the publication has been under the personal 
The second branch of the amendment is for || supervision and inspection of Doctor Owen, whe 
printing and binding the geological reports of Da- || 
vid Dale Owen, ordered under a resolution of the || as chea ly as it could have been done in the 


““Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, } 
February 11, 1852 5 


I think this is a case clearly within the rule. 


|| has done all in his power to have the work done 
Senate. | United States. I have a specimen before me, 
The CHAIRMAN. It will be one 


Does the gentleman pro- || which I ask members to examine. 
| of the best, neatest, and cheapest publications 
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cuaper one eaiganenep aetna necapmanamepeaianin 


ever made by order of Congress. The work is 
now nearly finished, and the mechanics, and 
thuse who furnished materials, are asking for 
their pay. It is due to them—it is due to Doctor 
Owen,and to the Commissioner of the Land Office, 
that the appropriation should pass. I[ 
moat respectfully ask the committee to vote down 
the motion to strike out, as proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 
Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If wish to state an additional 
fact. This, I believe, was considered by the Com- 
mittee on Waysand Meansas properly belonging 
to the contingent fund of each House. If the 
committee will look at the clause, they will see 
there is used a singular phraseology by the Senate. 
It appears they have ordered three, or four, or five 
times as many documents as we have, and here 
they put inthe number of documents we have or- 
deved; but when they come to those they have 
ordered, they only say the copies, without putting 
in really how many. Now, I am not disposed, 
so far as Lam coucerned, to seem to diminish when 
we do not diminish the contingent fund of the two 
Houses. Whenever we incur liability to come 
out of the contingent fund, | want it to come out 
of that fund. If this claim be rejected in this bill 


if 


therefore | 


it will come up to be paid out of the contingent | 
fund, just like any other printing ordered by either | 


House—like your commercial document, or any 
other document ordered by the votes of the two 
Houses of Congress, to be printed—which each 
House must pay out of its contingent fund. 
is only an effort on the part of others to seem to 
diminish, and not to present the amount of ex- 
penditure out of the contingent fund to the coun- 
try. 
are expending enormous sums. 
especially, in the Senate. 


Such is the case 


This | 


In the way of contingencies, both Houses | 


I am, therefore, for let- | 


ting the contingent fund show this; and if this be | 


added to it, and there can be no question it must, 
let it appear as a contingency. Here is an appro- 


priation of some $40,000 or $50,000 of additional | 


contingencies for the Senate, and let it come out 
of their contingent fund. Let our contingencies 
be paid for out of our contingent fund. Let the 
country see what we are doing. 


Mr. LOCKHART. This work, I desire to | 


say, will be ready the Sth of the present month. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee 
is to strike out the whole of these two clauses. I 
propose to amend them before they are struck out. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. y proposition 


is to strike out the amount to be appropriated. | 


The Comnfittee on Wags and Means recommend 
non-cuncurrence in the amendment. 
Mr. STANTON. 


amendment——~ 


1 propose the following | 





The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to the | 


gentleman’s amendment is not in order. 
Mr. STANTON. I do not propose an amend- 


clauses before they are stricken out. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s amend- 
ment is to strike out $31,218 75, « That amendment 


Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the | 


Has the gen- | 


gentleman | want to correct a fact. 
Ueman auy authority fur what he has stated? If 
he has I should like to see it. -If the contingent 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


fund be not restricted you can have the binding | 


done by one bindery as well as another. 
reytricuion 18 not there. 

Mr. FITCH. It isa restriction which I under- 
stand the gentleman himself to have made. He 
stated a short time since, not in debate, as an ob- 


The | 


jection to the payment of this money out of the | 


conungent fund, that the contract for the Congres- 
sional binding would stand in the way—which 
contract provides the binding shall be done for 
twelve and a half cents a volume. This contract 
is for sixty cents a volume, and it is that for this 


obvious reason: the contract for Congressional | 
binding contemplates only the binding of octavo | 


volumes. ‘T'his is a quarto volume, which cannot 
be bound for twelve and a half cents. ‘The esti- 
mate was fifty cents, but the contract was for 
sixty cents per volume, because in the estimate 


the cost of sutching, folding, and arranging the | 


illustrations were not included, which were ten 
cents additional. Now this objection to the pay- 
ment out of the contingent fund for that binding 


| 


would present itself at once to the House. 1| | 


propose to strike that out, because the contract 
has been for sixty cents. 
that price for the reasons I have already stated. 


The contract placed | 


Now, the volume will include, when published, | 


—and it will be published about the middle of 
next month,—the results of four years field ser- 
vice. 
times larger than New York. Itis of vast interest 
not only to science but agriculture. It contains 


It includes the geology of a country four | 


that very species of knowledge which agriculturists, | 
in that vast region, desire to obtain—a species of 


knowledge infinitely better for agriculturists than 
nine tenths of the useless trash we publish in our 
reports from the Patent Office. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
pose this amendment, for the purpose of getting 


on Ways and Means, to satisfy my mind with 


| reference to the objection he makes to these two 
He says they ought to be paid | 
1 ask him whether | 
| they are estimated for in the contingent fund? If | 


appropriations. 
out of the contingent fund. 


they are, then this will be a double appropriation, 
and ought to be stricken out. If they are not es- 
timated for in the contingent fund, certainly this 
appropriation ought to be passed; but I can see 


| no objection to passing an appropriation explain- |! 


ing in the bill what the appropriation is for, 
whether it come out 6f the contingent fund, or 


I rise to op- || 


|| any other fund. This provision explains the fact | 


that the Senate have ordered a certain number of | 


these documents to be printed. If it be paid out 
of the contingent fund, that information will ap- 
pear upon the accounts, and not in the law itself; 


|| so that this is better than if it were paid out of the 
ment to this amendment. I propose to amend the | 


is now under cfhsideration, and until acted upon, | 


further amendments will not be in order. 

Mr. JONES. My first amendment is to strike 
out $31,218 75; the other one is to strike out 
$16,187 50. 


The CHAIRMAN. The other one is not now | 


under consideration. The question 
divided, and the first subdivision is alone under 
consideration by the committee. 

Mr. STANTON. What becomes of the rest 
of the clause? 


The CHAIRMAN. 
considered by the committee. 


has been | 


It will be subsequently | 


The question was taken on the motion to strike {| 


out $31,218 75, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. FITCH. I move to strike out the proviso 
in reiation to the binding, and I do so for the pur- 
pose of obviating one of the objections. 
stand that the Committee on Ways and Means 
objects to this appropriation. They say this 


I under- | 


money should be paid out of the contingent fund | 


of the respective Houses. 
cannot, under the law, be appropriated for the 


That contingent fand | 


binding of anv document which costs over twelve | 


and a half cents, that being the price paid to the 
contractors for the Congtessional binding. Now, 
sir, it is well known Congressional documents are 
octavo volumes. 


| 


| 


contingent fund. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to the gentleman’s 
question, | will say this: | have not the items of 
it before me, but this contingent fund may be as 


well applied to that as to the Kossuth or any other | 
It is absolutely essen- | 


item. Let me go further. 
tial and proper this should come out of the con- 
tingent fund, for the reason that these expenditures 


were not incurred by joint resolution of the two | 


Houses. The House has incurred its own ex- 


penditure by a simple resolution it passed ordering | 
the printing, and it should be paid out of the con- | 


tingent fund of the House. 
Mr. STANTON. That is true. 


There is an 


obligation upon the Government; if this money is | 


to be paid, it should be paid now. 


I understand | 


this appropriation is a deficiency. This is one of | 


those deficiencies which must be paid. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to state, with the 


permission of the gentleman, another fact for the 


consideration of the committee. 
presented a claim on the part of the contractor for 


There is now | 


the binding of Congress, for the binding of these | 
documents. He claims that they are included in 


his contract. 


He claims that the Commissioner | 


of the Land Office, or whoever managed this mat- | 
| ter, has made a contract for binding, which should 


go to him; and that there was no authority of law | 


for the contract—that the resolution does not au- | 


thorize him to make a cuntract for binding. 1! de- 


sire to know whether, in the settlement of the | 


accounts of the binder under contract te this Con- 


iF 


| sioner of the General Land Office. 
information from the chairman of the Committee | 








July 8, 


gress, we will not have to pay for the bindin 
again? g 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. That do 
not alter the state of the question. Here is a ag 
tract made by authority of the Senate and by on. 
thority of the House, and the work has ‘been 
done. ” 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If the gentle. 
man from Tennessee will. allow me to explain that 
matter about binding, I will do it in a moment 
and satisfy the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. 
Hovuston,] he is under a mistake with regard to 
it. A contract was entered into with certain 
binders to do the binding for the House of Repre. 
sentatives and the Senate, at twelve and a half 
cents per volume. They were to do that descrip- 
tion of binding usually done for Congress, not 
including this. 

Mr. HOUSTON. He expressly claims this at 
double his contract price. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out the proviso, and it was'disagreed to, 

The question then recurring upon the adoption 
of the second subdivision of the amendment, it 
was taken and agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the Clerk to 
read the third subdivision of the nineteerth amend- 
ment. 

It was then read as follows: 

‘© To enable the Clerk @f the House of Representatives to 
pay for 3,500 copies of the report of Dr. David Dale Owen 
on the geology of Lowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota Terti- 
tory, ordered by a resolution of the House of Representa- 
lives, to be executed uader special direction of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, $16,187 50: Provided, 
That no more than fifty cents per copy shall be paid for the 
binding of the book.”’ 

Mr. JONES. I move to strike out the amount 
of $16,187 50. I wish merely to state, that by 


|, réading the Senate resolution it will be seen that 


it did not authorize the making of any special con- 
tract, but merely ordered the printing of this docu- 
ment under the special direction of the Commis- 
As | have 
stated before, the House resolution refers to a 


' contract which:had been made under the author- 


ity of the Senate resolution. I will further state, 
that if the Senate resolution had directed a con- 
tract to be made, one House cannot repeal a law 
which has been passed by both, and approved by 
the President. ‘These resolutions were separately 
passed by the respective Houses, and neither of 
them says one word about the binding. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 oppose the 
striking out that provision in this resolution, and 
1 do it for the purpose of getting the opportunity 


| to explain’ this matter about the printing. The 


gentleman from Alabama labors under a great 
misapprehension, The Joint Committee on Print- 
ing made a contract with two binders of tnis city, 
one to do the binding for the House of Represent- 
atives, and the other to do the binding for the Sen- 
ate, and the prices were established at which they 
stipulated to do the usual binding. They made 
this contract with these gentlemen, and they un- 
dertook to do the work at twelve and a half cents 
a volume. The Commissioner of the Land Office, 
being aware of the existence of this contract with 
these gentlemen, and knowing the duty of the 
contractors under it, and believing that he had the 
power to make a contract for binding these books, 
as he was intrusted with the printing and pub- 
lishing of them under the resolution of the Sen- 
ate, made acontract with a binder in the city of 
New York. 

Mr. LOCKHART. Here isa paragraph from 
Dr. Owen’s letter: 


“The binding has been contracted for in a substantial 
manner for sixty cents. This includes stifehing, folding, 
and arranging illustrations, which are not taken into the 
account in the estimate at fifty cents. The Commissioner 
considered that the words of the resolution required that he 
should make special contracts for the whole publication, 
including, of course, the binding. The public binder con- 
tracts to bind for twelve and a half cents per volume, and 
it was utterly impossible to bind quarto volumes for that 
price. Hence the necessity for making a special con- 
tract. ”? 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. When this 
question arose in the Joint Committee on Printing, 
it was believed by the members of the committee 
that the contractors of the House were entitled to 
it. They were so informed, and a resolution was 
passed authorizing them to do it, but they had 
sagacity enough to see, if they did it themselves 
they would lose money upon it, They came be- 
fore the committee and protested against its being 
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given to them, for they could not do it for less 
than sixty-two and a half cents, on account of the 
expensive style of binding; and as their manner of 
binding was altogether in a different style, they 
desired to be relieved from all obligation to do it. 
The committee then confirmed the contract made 
with a New York house by a formal resolution, | 
which is on record upon their Journal. I believe 
they did it under the sanction or authority of some | 
resolution passed by the Senate. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. ave 

The question then recurring upon this subdivis- 
ion of the Senate amendment, it was taken, and 
agreed to. 

The fourth branch of the nineteenth amendment 
of the Senate, appropriating $300 for contingent 
expenses of the Library of Congress, was then 
taken up and agreed to. 

The twentieth amendment was then read, as 
follows: 

‘‘ For the payment to James W. Hale, of the city of New 
York, in full for discharging the duties of a dispatch-agent, | 
from September, 1849, to June, 1850, inclusive, the sum of 
$600.” ‘ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will state, that 
the committee recommend a non-concurrence with 
this amendment, for the reason that it is a private 
claim, and there is no authority in the law to pay 
for such services, and this va 
in a general appropriation bill. 
Mr. BRIGGS. I hope the committee will con- 


cur in this amendment for the paymeni to Mr. | 
Hale the small sum of $600 for services actually | 
rendered to the Government as a dispatch-agent, | 


during the inability of the Government dispatch- 
agent, Matthew Davis, to do that duty, owing to 
infirmity of age and indisposition. Mr. Hale 


faithfully performed that service, under the sanc- | 
tion of the Secretary of State, Mr. Webster, who | 
has given’a recommendation to the committee of | 


the Senate, that Mr. Hale was entitled to receive 
this compensation. The Senate so considered it, 
and they have amended our bill by inserting the 
sum-of $600, as compensation for his services, 


and I hope the House will not refuse to allow it. | 


It cannot be viewed in the light of a private claim, 
and I really trust, that this committee will not 
reject the amendment of the Senate providing so 
small a pittance for a person who has faithfully 
discharged his duty to the Government. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

The twenty-first amendment was then read, as 
follows: 

Page 14, line 311, after the word ‘ dollars,’ insert : 

“ Provided, That there shall be no further geological 
survey prosecuted in Oregon unless authorized by law.’’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. The committee propose an 


» 


amendment to thatamendment. They propose to | 
strike out the words ** in Oregon,’’ in the second | 


line, so that the prohibition will be general. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
mittee on Ways and Means propose to concur 
with the proviso in the Senate’s amendment ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
be no geological survey, except authorized by 
law.”? What do you propose?—that a man 
should not go into Territories and make a volun- 
tary survey ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The object of the amend- | 


ment is to prevent such surveys, unless Congress 
shall pass a law expressly requiring, authorizing, 
or directing a survey to be made. 
Mr.STEPHENS. The proviso, as it stands, 
makes a broad declaration that there shall be no 
geological surveys in Oregon unless ordered by 
law. The committee propose to strike out Orezon, 


and then there will be a general denunciatiom, and | 
there will be no geological surveys except those || 


authorized by law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. - We have permitted it to re- 
main in the language employed “by the Senate. 
As a matter of course, we do not pretend to say 
that the gentleman from Georgia as 


man. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


be indicted for the misdemeanor ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. Oh, no. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Why, then, say so. | 
{Laughter.] 


* 
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tter has no business | 


Do the Com- | 


‘* Provided that there shall | 


eg all not survey | 
geologically whenever he pleases, or any other | 


I. will ask the gentleman | 
if he goes and makes a voluntary survey, will he 


LOB 


Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is intended 


to prevent any surveys being carried on or directed | 





by the Departments of Government without au- 
thority of law. : 
Mr. STEPHENS. Iam opposedtoit. If we 


have to restrain Departments from doing what 
they have no authority to do—if we have to come 
to that pass, | think it is time that we should con- 
sider a serious remedy. If the Departments carry 
on surveys, or anything else, without authority 
of law, impeach them. Have we got to that pass 
that we have to restrain them by saying that they 
shall not do so and so unless authorized by law? 
Mr. HOUSTON. This particular appropri- 
ation, and this particular proviso, proceeds from 
~the fact that there was an appropriation for geo- 
logical surveys in some of the Northwestern ‘l'er- 
ritories, and the balance of that appropriation, 
which was unexpended in these geological surveys, 
was turned over to Oregon, and without any au- 
thority of law whatever. The geological surveys 
were prosecuted’ in Oregon, to the absorption of 
the balance of the appropriation, which was in- 
tended for another country, while there was no 
law even authorizing a geological survey. That 
| is the reason the Senate adopted this amendment. 
|| Mr. STEPHENS. I would inquire of the 
| chairman of the Committeeon Ways and Means, | 
who directed that survey ? 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. | think it was under the di- 
|| rection of the Commissioner of the General Land 
|, Office, whoever has the proper control of it. 
|| A Voice. TheSecretary of the Interior. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Secretary of the Inte- 
rior; but under the immediate direction of the head 
| of the Land Office. 
Mr.STEPHENS. 
and I hope the House will not concur in it. 
there is any misdirection of the public funds in 
the public offices of this country, hope the sub- 
ject will be brought before the House for consid- 
eration, not by provisoes, but by some more ener- 
getic means. . 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I see no use for the proviso, 
If 


The Senate adopt- 


geological surveys prosecuted in Oregon unless pro- 
vided by law.”’ ‘The amendment of the commit- 

| tee proposes to strike out the words ‘‘ in Oregon,”’ 
and not to apply this exclusively to Oregon, but to 
make it read ‘* that there shall be no further geo- 
law.”” 

|| butthe Committee on Ways and Means propose 

| to make it apply generally. 

| TheCHAIRMAN. ‘The question is upon the 
amendment of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

| Mr. JONES. 


|| tute, ** that there shall be no further geological 


|| States-unless provided by law.” 

|| The CHAIRMAN. That amendment will “be 
in order after the question is taken upon the amend- 
ment now before the committee. 

| Mr. STEPHENS. The object of the gentle- 

| man will be answered by providing that no geo- 
logical survey will be paid for out of the public 

|| Treasury unless authorized by law. ‘To make a 

general declaration that there shall be no geologi- 

|| cal surveys, unless authorized by law, seems to 

|| me to be absurd. I hope the whole will be strick- 





| ‘The question was then put upon the amend- 
| ment, and ona division there were—ayes 47, noes 
37. 

Mr. SWEETSER demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Stanton, of Tennes- 
| see, and Freeman, were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 74, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. ( 
| Mr. MEADE. It seems to me that some fur- 


ther revision of this clause is necessary, to make | 


+it intelligible. It would be gathered from that 
|; amendment that the Committee on Ways and 


been expenditures upon works of this kind with- 
out the authority of law. Now, I suppose that 
charity requires us to admit that the officers of the 
Government supposed they had authority to make 
those expenditures. ~ Well, this clause is intended 


and, in order to do that it seems to me it is neces- 
|| sary to insert some other words than those which 


ed this amendment, ‘* that there shall be no further | 


| logical surveys prosecuted unless authorized by | 
The Senate propose to limit it to Oregon, | 


Is it in order to move a substi- | 


surveys prosecuted under authority of the United | 


Means and also the Senate thought that there had | 


as a declaration of the wish of Congress hereafter, | 





1695 
are now embraced in the amendment. I agree 
with the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr.Srernens,} 
that The clause as it stands has no meaning in it; 
or, if it has any, it seems to say that heretofore the 
officers of the Government have been in the habit 
of making unlawful expenditures for this object. 

The CHAIRMAN. What’ amendment does 
the gentleman from Virginia propose? 

Mr. MEADE. I believe that the word * Ore- 
gon’’ has been stricken out. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has. 

Mr. MEADE. Then I move to strike out the 
word, ** authorized,”’ and insert, in lieu thereof, 
‘“hereafter directed,”’ so as to make it read, 
‘© Provided, That there shall be no further geologi- 
cal survey prosecuted unless hereafter directed by 
law.”’ 

Mr: STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman that it would be better to 
amend the clause by striking out the word “pros- 
ecuted,’’ and inserting after the word ‘* survey,”” 
the words * paid for out of the Treasury of the 
United States.”’ 

The section would then read— 

Provided, That there shall be no further geological sur- 
vey paid for out of the Treasury of the United States unless 
authorized by law. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I am willing to agree to that 
amendment. 

Mr. MEADE. That phraseology would be 
liable to the very same exceptions which have 
been made to the clause as it stands; because it 
would admit the supposition that heretofore there 
had been money paid out of the Treasury that 
was not authorized by law. Now, I think it is 
unnecessary that that reflection should be cast 
upon the Executive at this time, if he has re- 
mained under the impression that these surveys 
were allowed by law. If we insert the words 
which I propose to insert, it will be a direction to 
the Executive hereafter, in relation to its duty, 
without pronouncing a condemnation on its course 
heretofore. 

I would, therefore, suffer the clause,to stand as 
it is, with the amendment which | propose. It 
will then read, ** that there shall be no further 
geological surveys prosecuted, unless hereafter 
directed by law.”’ That is, that the surveys 
which have heretofore been prosecuted may have 
been directed by laws heretofore existing: but 
that now there shall be no further prosecution of 
surveys unless there shall be subsequent direc- 
tions. That, it seems to me, will cover the object 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, and of 
the Senate, without admitting the supposition that 
heretofore there bave l®en improper expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Meape] joined the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Srernens] in criticising the lan- 
guage which the Senate,has seen fit to employ; 
but now he proposes to amend that language, and 
put it precisely in the same condition as was criti- 
cised by the gentleman from Georgia. The criti- 
cism of the gentleman from Georgia was, that 
this would be a law against all geological surveys, 
and now the gentleman from Virginia proposes 
that there shall be no geological surveys, un'ess 
they are hereafter directed by law to be made, 
, which would leave it in precisely the same condi- 
tion. The criticism of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia would hold good on the language of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, just as well as on that of 
| thé Senate amendment. 

Mr. MEADE. I will obviate that objection by 
modifying my amendment so as to read, * that 
there shall be no further geological wurvey by the 
Government of the United Slates, unless hereafter 
| directed by law.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. That will obviate the diffi- 
culty. I think the proposition of the gentleman 
from Georgia would accomplish the same end. 1| 
am willing to take either of them. I think the 
amendment, or some modification of it, ought to 
be adopted. 

There is an appropriation in this bill, as I stated 
before, for a deficiency for surveys in Oregon, 
after expending a balance of what was previously 
appropriated for some of the Territories in the 
North west, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Hav 
surveys in those Territories been completed ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that they are 
| completed, and that a great part of the money 


the 
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that was intended for those Territories has been 
expended in Oregon. 
Mr. SIBLEY. With the permission of the 


gentleman from Alabama | will say to the gentle- 


_ THE 


7 
| 


man from Kentucky that those surveys have all | 


been completed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the sur- 
veys have all been completed, and that’ there was 
a balance left. That balance has been taken with- 
out the authority of law, and expended in Oregon. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Meape’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was agreed 
to. a 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate as amended, and, being put, 
the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The twenty-second amendment, to come in on 
page 14, after line 317, coming up next in order, 
was considered and agreed *o, as follows: 


‘*T'o enable the Secretary of State to pay to William E.An- | 


derson, for the loss of time and expense incurred in coming 
from Rio Janerio to New York, under the direction of the 
American Minister at the Brazilian Court, to testify against 


certain persons alleged to have been engaged in the slave 


trade, @250.”’ 


The twenty-third amendment was then consid- 
ered and agreed to, as follows: 


‘« Page 14, lines 324 and 325: After the word ‘ fifty-one’ | 


strike out ‘ 81,800,’ and insert ‘ $2,253 ;’ so as to make the 
elause read as follows: 

« For compiling, printing, and binding the Biennial Re- 
gister for 1851, in addition to the amount appropriated per 
act of March, 1851, $2,253.”’ 


The Clerk then read the twenty-fourth amend- | 
ment, to come in on page 15, at the end of line | 


337, as follows: 
And also a sum not exceeding $10,734 65, is hereby ap- 


propriated to pay Adam Boyd Hamilton, according to con- | 


tract, for printing 20,000, and binding 1,810 copies, of 396 
pages each, of the Register’s Report of the Commerce and 
Navigation of the United States for 1851.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment, and I will state the reason why. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


it is not in*order to discuss the amendment, unless | 


the gentleman proposes an ameridmert to it. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


Well, sir, | move to strike | 


out the amendment, or to non-concur in it, At the | 
first session of the Thirty-first Congress, a law 


waa passed which provided that the commerce and 





| indulgence. 





did not contemplate that it was to embraée print- 


| ing which might be directed to be done by the 


Secretary of the Treasury. At any rate, as it is 
a matter of doubtful construction, and as the con- 
tract which we have made with this contractor js 
complained of by him as being a very hard one, 
I think it becomes us, under the circumstances, 
not to be too rigid in the construction of that con- 
tract, and wherever there is an opportunity of 
allowing him to make something more than the 
contract calls for, unless it is clearly in violation 
of that contract, 1 am for extending to him that 
I hope it will be the pleasure of the 
committee to do it in this case. When we advert, 
to the terms of the contract, and look at the dif- 
ferent periods of time when this contract was 
made, and when the law was passed in relation to 
the manner in which this printing should be done, 
it is calculated to create a belief in the minds of all 
who are disposed to do ample justice, that this 
class of printing was not contemplated by the con- 
tractor. I therefore trust, that in view of the con- 
siderations which I have thrown out, it will be 
the pleasure of the committee to allow him the 
difference between this appropriation, and what 
he would have received under his contract; to let 
him have the few additional hundred dollars which 
he would get under this provision. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the 
gentleman from: Virginia, [Mr. Meape,} I wish to 
say that the date of the contract, and the date of 


| the bond can make no difference, though I.think 


it is as I have stated. As Congress has the right 
to declare what shall be the printing of Congress, 
it has the right to increase the printing. It has 
the right to add documents if it choose to the 


| documents heretofore printed as Congress print- 
|| ing; and the public printer, though his contract 


The Chair will state that || 


navigation document should be, thereafter, printed || 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury. After that time, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury made a contract with Gideon & Co. for the 
printing of the document, but when the day of 
payment came, they found that Congress had 


made no appropriation for it. “At the second ses- | 
sion of the Thirty-first Congress, Congress made | 


an appropriation to pay Gideon & Co. for print- 
ing the commerce and navigation document, but 
at the bottom of that appropriation they inseeted 
the following proviso: 

“ Provided, That hereafter said reports be printed by the 
public printer as other documents.”’ 

The Committee on Ways and Means believe 


that the public printer was bound under the law | 
which I have just read, to print this document un- | 


der his contract with Congress, but by this amend- 


ment of the Senate, it is intended to pay him the | 
same rate of compensation that was paid under the 
contract of Gideon & Co. with the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, for the session before last. The 
committee, therefore, recommend that this apgee 
= ss be stricken out or disagreed to. ney 


elieve that Congress, in saying that thereafter || 


said report be printed by the public printer as 
other documents, intended to say that it should be 
a part of the printing which the public printer of 
Congress should do under his contract, After that 
inaw was enacted, this contract was made with 
Hamilton. 

Mr. MEADE. I am opposed to the motion of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 


The gentleman | 


may be right in his interpretation of that law, but | 


| doubt very much whether, when this contract 
was made by Hamilton, he contemplated that it 


| some cause for inserting them. 


would include printing of this description. If gen- | 


tlemen will look to the contract that was entered 
into with Boyd Hamilton, they will see that only 
such printing as might be ordered by Congress 
was contemplated in that contract. ell, now, 
sir, we know very well that vengree is in the 
habit of onnegarnins by simple resolution or 
mouon,; it 1s not 

of law; and I[ think it is very likely that when the 


| * sixty-five cents.” 


might then be in operation, could not object to it. 
But such I understand not to have been the case 
here. Now, if the gentleman bases himself upon 
the ground of a gratuity, then I have no more to 
say. If the House chooses to put this upon the 
ground of a gratuity to a gentleman who has a 
hard contract, [ have no more to say, but the 
House should be aware, at least, of one fact-——— 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
difference? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the difference; 
and it was not for the purpose of saving the differ- 
ence alone in this particular case, that the com- 
mittee recommended a non-concurrence in the 
amendment, but that we might give proper con- 
struction to a law passed by Congress, to-present 
to the House our precise construction of a law of 
the last Congress. Now, it is for the committee 
to do as it thinks proper. 

Mr. MEADE. I would call the attention of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovusronx] to 
the words. contained in the amendment, ‘ to pay 
to Adam Boyd Hamilton, according to contract, for 
printing twenty thousand.”’ Now, this contract 
was certainly entered into by Hamilton with the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and what do those 
words mean? 

Mr. HOUSTON. There was no evidence be- 
fore the Committee on Ways and Means at all, 
that there was any contract. On the contrary, 
we were furnished with a copy of the prices which 
were paid under the contract between Gideon & 


Co. and the Secretary of the Treasury. I have 
these papers now. 
Mr. MEADE. Then the chairman of the 


Committee on Ways and Means cannot tell us 
why these words were used by the Senate in their 
amendment. And in the absence of any knowl- 
edge upon his part in relation to the reason of 
their being there, I must presume the Senate had 
Therefore there 
must have been a contract with the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. ALLISON, Is 
amendment at this time? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. ALLISON. I then move to strike out 
I make that motion for the 


it in order to offer an 


| purpose of saying a few words in relation to the 
| public printer. 


It strikes me, sir, that the public printer is likely 


| to suffer from the construction put upon the law 


one under an express provision | 





that governs the contract. 
Now, sir, when it can be made to operate 


\against the public printer, this House has so con- 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. - 


contract was entered into with this gentleman, he 


What is the 








duly 8. 
strued it, and taken from him the printing whi, 
he was entitled to under the coftract; and now 
when we have the opportunity of doing him som,’ 
thing like justice, we are to construe the |}, 
against him, and take away-from him that 
we are willing to give to other printers. 

I was glad to hear the gentleman from Vj 
[Mr. Meape]} say a word in favor of this may 
who has been so hardly dealt with, as I conceive’ 
by this House. I think, sir, when we'look at th. 
whole ground, when we look at the manner a 
which this public printer has been treated by us 
when we consider that we have taken from him « 
large amount of printing and placed it in the hands 
of other printers, it is a. case which appeals to 
every member of this body, that we should no: 
deal harshly with him, at that we ought, with. 
out hesitation, to give him the same amount given 
to other persons. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate sent us all th 
papers er had before them. Here is all the ey- 
idence, and there is no evidence of a contract at 
all. On thecontrary, I understand from a gentle. 
man who is a member of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Printing, in the Senate, that there was no con- 
tract with Hamilton upon thatsubject. Therefore 
upon that authority I say—and it is good author- 
ity—that there was no special contract between the 
Secretary of the Treasury and this printer, at all, 

Mr. STANTON, WF Kentucky. If the gentle. 
man will allow me, I will say that I understand 
the Secretary of the Treasury ordered this print- 
ing to be done by this gentleman, bérause he could 
do it more conveniently than it could be done by 
any other person at _ time. He merely con 
tracted that he was to be paid what was reason- 
able. It is not stated to be any portion of the 
regular printing of ‘Congress, but it is a special 
job, contracted to be done, by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I would like to know, 
if that is the gentleman’s construction, whether 
he has ever read the law of the last session of 
Congress? That law says that that very report 
shall be printed by the public printer. The Sec 
retary did not make the contract with him upon 
the ground that it was more convenient, but be 
cause it was to be printed by the public printer 
like other documents. 

I am perfectly willing, if gentlemen desire to 
put this upon the ground of charity; but I assure 
you that if you give the construction proposed to 
the law peopeding for this particular printing, you 
will have to pas¥ another. 

Mr. MEADE. What is the motion? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
adoption of the amendment offered by the gentle 


aw 
which 


rzinia 


‘man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Auison,] to strike 


out ‘* sixty-five cents.”’ 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw it. 

Mr. MEADE. I propose to add one dollar to 
the spp ERE. The House will bear in mi ud 
that they have to determine this question, as be 
tween the Committee om Ways and Means and 
the whole Senate of the United States. The Sen 
ate sanctioned the report of their committee who 
reported this amendment. Of course they knew 
what they wereabout. Now, thechairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means.comes up here, 
and moves to reject the Senate amendment, and 
calls upon the House to listen to his testimony, 
and to. disregard that of the sixty members of the 
other House. I say now, Mr. Chairman, that 
inasmuch as the weight of testimony seems to be 
on the side of the appropriation, we who act some- 
what in the dark will lean to that weight of testi- 
mony, especially as in doing so, we will be reliev- 
ing a man whose onerous contract we all know, 
and will give him a very small mite in addition to 
that which he is receiving; and 1 hope the House, 
in this state of things, will exercise its judgment in 
favor of this man, and against the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to make a statement 
which it would have been well for the gentleman 
to have known before he made his speech. It is 
this. In conversation with the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, in the Senate, on yester- 
day morning, I called his attention to this very 
provision of the law, and he told me that that pro- 


' vision of the law had entirely escaped him. 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Meane, and it was not agreed to. 
The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to. 


” 





